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CWS 
a 
j God Responsibility grows with posses- 
ProspersUs sions. Every one has a duty to 


give and to do; but he who has largest means and 
largest ability ought to give more and do more than 
he whose limitations are more restrictive. 


“ Little my debt when little is my store; 
The more thou hast, thy debt still grows the more.” 


As an old divine said, “ The Lord looks not so much 
at what you've given, as at what you’ve got left.” 


Oo 


How Good Habits It is easier to do well, as it is easier 
to do ill, when we have the habit of 
s0 doing. But the habit of ill doing requires less 
effort than the habit of well doing. Even without 
effort we fall naturally into the way of being wrong 


Come 


and doing wrong. Going down hill is always the 
easiest way of going. But well doing requires effort ; 
for it is up-hill work. As old Hooker says: “The 
constant habit of well-doing is not gotten without the 
custom of doing well; neither can virtue be made 
perfect but by the manifold works of virtue often 
practised.” 
oO 


Wanting something to do is a very 
different matter from wanting to do 
the thing that ought to be done. A purposeful life 
finds no time to kill time. True life begets life, and 
killing is a poor business. There are persons who 
excuse their excessive pastime habit on the ground 
that “evenings must be spent somehow,” and time 
must be killed. Their mode of spending the evenings 
is therefore a result of feeling the burden of time, 
rather than feeling the pressure of great purposes, 
Such persons are looking for trinkets to fill their bas- 
ket with, instead of looking for the basket to keep 
their treasure in. One may well ask himself whether 
his life is worth living if he has so much time on his 
hands that his chief concern is how to get rid of it. 
It is better to be short of time than short of purposes, 
obligations, deeds. 


Killing Time 


ss. 


Difficulty of Doing Some things are not done because 
Easy Things they are so easy to do. This easi- 
ness, therefore, makes them a hardship. Many an 
unlearned person might write a model letter, or arti- 
cle, if only he were not possessed with the idea that 
he must show his achievement in something which he 
calls “literary style.” To say the simple, direct thing 
that he wants to say would be too easy to be worth 
doing. It would be easy, too, to put a thing away 
when we are done with it, to pick up a scrap of paper 
from the floor, to return a borrowed umbrella, or to 
say a pleasant “ Good-morning ” to the person who has 
dared to disagree with us. But no; none of these 
thifigs are easy, bécause our revolt against easy things 
has already made them difficult. It is we, not things, 
that most often are difficult. If we want to glory in 
an achievement, we carry the opportunity about with 
us, in our own selves. If we like hardships, there are 
plenty cf them; if we do not like them, let us not 
make them by turning from the easy little things that 
we ought to do. 


Oo 


The Truth inthe It is one thing to observe a fact, 
Facts and another thing to see the larger 

truth which is involved in it. The least intelligent 
person sees a landscape, so far as outlines ure con- 
cerned, pretty much the same as the well-instructed 
person sees it, but the former never discovers the law 
or principle in what he sees, while the latter does. 
Traveling over many miles of a perfectly straight 
railroad track, a man took’ a little girl to the rear 
platform of the car, where they both stood watching 
the receding track as they sped over it. “You see,” 
said the man, “that the rails seem to grow nearer 
together the farther off they go, until they meet almost 
in a point.” The child had been looking at the track, 
but now that her attention was called to this fact, she 
was the more impressed with the observation that it 
was never possible to go fast euough or far enough 








to prevent the rails from that same convergence, 
Some weeks after, she was drawing from fancy a bit 
of landscape. There was a pathway leading from the 
foreground back to a house in the distance. But 
there was no perspective,—the lines were not drawn 
to meet in a point. On showing it to that same trav- 
eling companion, he said, “ But this path doesn’t seem 
to run back.” “I can’t make it so,” she replied. 
“Don’t you remember the railroad track we saw on 
our travels?” “I know, I know!” exclaimed the 
child, practically forbidding any further instruction, 
and running off to re-draw it. She now inferred the 
general truth that all receding lines converge in per- 
spective view, whereas formerly she had only per- 
ceived the bare fact of the behavior of a certain 
railroad track. Pretty much every one has observed 
the same fact that she did, and yet not many persons 
of older years, when they come to put a pencil to 
paper, show that they really apprehend the truth 
or principle of perspective demonstrated in the famil- 
iar fact. It is much the same with us in other things. 
We do not see as we should the profound and eternal 
truths in the common things and happenings of every- 
day life. Much that we call by the mysterious name 
of “ genius ” is only the power to generalize the great 
principles that lie in simple commonplaces. And 
here lies, too, the key to discovery, not only in ma- 
terial and external nature, but in Revelation. Under 
and involved in its profusion of facts of all kinds lie 
the great truths which it is our privilege to discover, 
and to apply in daily living. 


C73 


Separateness from Sin 


(50°R threatenings against sin and his demands 
for holiness prepare the way for his promises 
of help. “ Your sins are as scarlet,” he’ says, but 
“ they shall be white as snow.” There would be little 
hope for us if it were not so. If God set such a life 
before us as is presented in the Gospels, and told us 
that we must live that life, and then left us to struggle 
up into it alone in our weakness, how forlorn and 
fruitless would our efforts be! -If he said to us,“ You 
must be separate from sin,” and then left us under the 
dominion of the same sin from which he commanded 
us to be free, his command could only darken our 
bondage, and weld our fetters closer upon us. 

But God gives not only a command to forsake sin; 
he gives strength to overcome it. He imparts the 
love of goodness which makes sin hateful. There is 
little hope that a man will forsake sin, until the love 
of holiness has made him hate it. 

We need to remember that this separateness must 
have its ground within the man,—in his character, in 
the inmost qualities of his life. It can be nothing 
superficial or accidental that can sever our lives from 
the love and commission of sin. Between the man 
who is worldly and selfish, caring only for his gains, 
and the man who is self-sacrificing, full of Christian 
love and labor for others, there must be a fundamental 
difference. 

He cannot escape sin effectually by running and 
hiding from it. ‘Two men may see some great tempta- 
tion coming. One tukes to fl ght, but the danger is 
that it will overtake him. The other wards it off by 























































































































































































seeking God’s help to strengthen his heart with the 
love of truth and goodness, and the temptation breaks 
itself harmlessly upon the strong bulwarks of his life 
as the wave breaks on the rock. 

None was ever so separate from sin and from 
sinners as Jesus. It was not because he went about 
shunning temptation and é¢very contact with evil 
influence. No life was more tempted than his; he 
ate with publicans and sinners, yet none was 80 
secure in temptation as he, and no spot of impurity 
ever stained his garments. This separateness from 
sin was grounded in his inner life. He did not 
yield to temptation, because it was his meat and 
his drink to do his Father’s will. Men called him 
a sinner because they saw him in sinners’ company, 
just as we might now call one a saint who lived in 
studied isolation from the sinful world. 

These are examples of the judgment which estimates 
separateness from sin by an external standard. The 
only real separateness from sin isthat which renewed, 
purified life accomplishes. No man will healthfully 
hate and forsake sin in whose heart the love of purity 
and goodness is not born. The sure escape from the 
old life is in the beginning of the new. The guaranty 
that evil will Le hated is that God and holiness are 
loved. Men work at the surface with their safeguards 
and reforms; God goes to the heart with his re- 
generation. 

The cause of this separateness from sin must be in 
& positive purity of life like that of Jesus. He was 
always doing his Father's will with all his heart and 
soul. When the tempter came to:him with his en- 
ticements, Jesus stayed his mind on his mission and 
work, seeming to lay hold of it with a new strength. 
“Man lives by the word of God,” he said. He 
repulsed the temptation by clinging close to the truth. 
His purity was positive and strong. It refused sin, 
as the man in perfect health throws off disease. It is 
the man who is unsound upon whom the malady 
fastens itself. Hence Jesus went about among sinful 
men to lift them up and save them, but his own 
purity was never soiled by the contact. His was the 
purity of strength. 

This ought to help us to understand the meaning 
of the incarnation, Jesus really comes into our 
life. He does not stand apart frbm the world, or 
soar like an angel over its troubles and toils; he 
comes right down, and lives a life such as we have 
to live,—a life that can be tempted, though it will 
not sin,—a life that knows care and weariness and 
loneliness, but which, amid it all, looks up to God 
its Father. 

What if Jesus had merely come and looked on the 
world, and told men that they must live better lives, 
and left them a handful of precepts, and returned to 
his Father?. What would his incarnation and life 
then bave meant to us? But when he lives the 
active, tempted, human, perfect life, and then shows 
us that the spirit and power of such a life may be 
ours too, he puts a new hope into our hearts. He 
might have been divine to us without this, but he 
could not have seemed “God manifest in the flesh,” 
as he does now. But now he has shown us that man 
is akin to God, and that something of the purity and 
likeness of God may be ours. He has gone through 
the world of sin, and the contact has not soiled him. 
The positiveness of his holy life has flung every 
impurity instantly away. When, therefore, after all 
our strivings and all our failures, we are assured 
that something of this divine strength to repel sin by 
loving only goodness may be ours, we can take new 
heart, for we know that there is an armor with which 
the soul may “quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked.” 

Is it not plain how much higher the spirit of the 
gospel is than that of the moralities of which men 
boast? A positive life filled with love and labor is 
the only life that can be truly separate from sin. 
The man who can come out from the idolatries of 
pride and worldliness is the man who lives in a sense 

of his sonship to God, conscious that he belongs to 
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something higher than these. He is the man in 
whom God dwells. 


NOTES ON 


“OPEN LETTERS 


Posture in prayer has its value as 
indicative of the spirit of him who 
prays. Although there is no merit in 
any particular attitude of body, we are entitled to infer 
the attitude of mind by the position which one assumes 
when he comes into the presence of one to whom he 
looks up with reverence. An Ohio subscriber has a 
question to ask concerning this matter, as follows: 














Posture in 
Prayer 


I noticed, in The Sunday School Times, a very good article 
on prayer. I should like to ask whether there is any signifi- 
cance, when offering a public prayer for a congregation, in hav- 
ing the eyes closed and the hands folded. Some people think 
not. I think otherwise. 


It would certainly seem that persons joining in public 
prayer would want at least to close their eyes, so as to 
shut out distracting sights, in order to give themselves to 
thoughts befitting the occasion. The folding of the 
hands is a sign of waiting in submission. This seems 
appropriate to prayer, if one stands as a servant during 
that service. any prefer to kneel in public prayer, or 
at least to bow the head forward, so that neither eyes nor 
hands can be observed by others. To refrain from an 
attitude of reverence or submissiveness is, to say the 
least, a strange performance in prayer time. 


? os 


A help can be a hindrance, or a hin- 
drance can be a help. It depends 
on how it is looked at, and how it is 
used. The nature of the person or thing encountering 
an obstacle has quite aa much to do with the effect and 
result of the meeting as has the nature of the obstacle 
met, A mass of putty striking a wedge of steel is merely 
flattened against it, while a flint striking that steel starts 
a spark, and that spark starts a flame of fire, An egg 
thrown against a brick wall is dove for, but an India- 
rubber ball thus thrown rebounds with vigor. A spir- 
ited horse or an athlete encountering that same brick 
wall is stimulated to make a high jump and be speeded 
above and beyond it. On the contrary, a spavined cart- 
horse or a sluggish-bodied man will lie down on the 
hither side of the wall, and give up hope of progress in 
that direction. We cannot even go upstairs except by 
overcoming or surmounting a barrier at every step. 
This truth seems not to be prominent in the mind of a 
District of Columbia correspondent, who writes: 

The only fault I can find with The Sunday School Times is 
that I sometimes think it is too much help,—so great that one 
has nothing left to think out for himself. And, sometimes, 
don’t you think the Notes on Open Letters are a little too caus- 
tic, not quite considerate of the feelings and opinions of the 
writers ? 


Criticism of The 
Sunday School 
Times. 


Is it true that a man does least thinking when he 
knows most? Does a man cease to think as he grows in 
knowledge? If so, it would be better for a man to 
refrain from all study, lest he should be well informed, 
and have no desiré to know more. The best thinkers 
are, as a rule, the hardest students, and the more know!- 
edge they have, the more they want to have. But if 
The Sunday Schoo! Times fills its readers with informa- 
tion so that their brains grow sluggish and torpid, those 
who read it would do better to read only a portion of its 
pages. They should be content with a choice from the 
dishes proffered them, instead of eating down all that is 
on the bill of fare, from oysters and soup to pastry and 
fruit, As to the style of Notes on Open Letters, the 
Editor does not intend to be “ too caustic,” or to be lack- 
ing in consideration “of the feelings and opinions of 
the writers.” Yet it must be borne in mind that these 
“Notes” are not chiefly for the benefit of the writers of 
the “Open Letters,” but for that of the readers gene- 
rally. The name of the writer of such letters is with- 
held, so that there is nothing personal in the answer or 
comment; but the purpose of the Editor is to improve 
the opportunity of putting a truth with such sprightli- 
ness and force as to attract the attention of his readers 
generally. In the present case, the District of Columbia 
writer will probably hold his former opinion on both 
points raised in his letter, bat the Editor hopes that 
some other readers will see the truth as they would not 
if he were more guarded and conventional in his way of 
putting it. 











The Dearest One 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


H! WHICH of all my dearest dear is most my very own ? 
Which do I pray for oftenest when bending at the 
throne ? 
’Tis not the one whose earthly cup is brimmed with gift and 
grace, 
Nor yet the one whose winsome heart looks from the bonniest 
face ; i 
The dearest dear of all mine own is one in greatest need, 
The one whose burden heaviest weighs, whose path is rough 
indeed. 
For him I claim the help of heaven, for him I cling about 
The cross of the All-pitiful till flesh and strength give out ; 
And still it is the neediest for whom I plead and pray, 
What time I bring my dearest dear to Christ at fall of day. 
If, all imperfect as I am, thus love doth reign in me, 
How better far, and truer far, must Christ the shepherd be, 
Whose greater love hath largesse for the weakest of his own,— 
Who, by the hunger and the thirst, the faintness and the moan, 
Doth measure still the bounty that, outflowing day by day, 
Uplifts and helps the weary one who faltereth in the way. 
Dear Love, sweet Love, thy dearest dear, ’tis he who most hath 
ig need, ‘ 
Whose want and weakness are his prayer, and without word 
ean plead. 


New York City. 
C3 


Japanese Problems 


’ By Henry Hartshorne, M.D., LL.D. 
First Article : Geography 


BSERVATION and inguiry during more than a 
year’s residence and travel in Japan causes one to 
marvel at the insight and industry which enabled Pro- 
fessor Rein of Marburg, after two years’ stay in the 
country, to produce two cyclopedic volumes, giving 
more information concerning Japan than all other works 
before written, His journeys were accomplished in 1874 
and 1875, when means of communication were much 
inferior throughout the country to what they are now; 
but, with German exhaustiveness, be used, after his 
return home, all that libraries could furnish to supple- 
ment his own accumulated knowledge. 

Yet not even Rein’s travels and researches, nor those 
of many who have followed him, settle finally many 
questions, made difficult especially by the almost total 
seclusion of Japan for two hundred years from the rest 
of the world. It may interest readers of The Sunday 
School Times to have some of those questions referred 
to, as open still to investigation, both it Japan and in 
the seats of learning in the West. Rein naively remarks 
of Hoffmann’s Japanese Grammar, which, he says, “ still 
stands unrivaled,” that it has the disadvantage of its 
author having carried on his studies at Leyden, and not 
in Japan. 

Has Japan always been insular, separated from the 
Asiatic Continent? Probability is very strong that up 
to post-tertiary time, which was long before history, but 
comparatively late as a geological era, Japan was a part 
of Eastern Asia, connected with Korea, Manchuria, and 
Sahgalien, which adjoins Siberia; also that, till at least 
the same period, North America was connected with 
Europe and Asia, making a circumpolar continental 
region, in which, till after the ice age, a temperate, 
almost a warm, climate prevailed. That such a climate 
did formerly exist as far north as Greenland, as well as 
in northern Europe and Asia, fossil remains have 
amply shown to geologists. 

Towards the éarly and long-existing continuity .of 
Japan with Asia many facts point. First, we have the 
correspondence in direction of existing ranges of moun- 
tains, especially in the northern island, Yezzo, now 
called the Hokkaido, where one range is in line with the 
mountains of Saghalien, and another with those of the 
Kurile Islands. More important is the close relation- 
ship, largely identity, of the vegetable, and, to a less 
extent, the animal, life of Japan, Manchuria, and nor- 
thern China, and the Atlantic region of North America. 
Our illustrious botanist, Asa Gray, in an elaborate study 
of the trees and plants of Japan, extended by Rein and 
others to Manchuria, established two facts of extraordi- 
nary interest: one, that the mountain forests of Japan 
contain a greater variety of deciduous as well as ever- 
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yreen trees than even those of the northern United 
States,—indeed, greater than those of any other part of 
the world outside of the tropics; the other, that sixty- 
five genera and nearly two hundred and fifty species 
of plants are common to Japan, Manchuria, and the 
northern Atlantic United States. 

The first of these facts makes it exceedingly improba- 
ble that the sy/va and flora of Japan originated while the 
country consisted of a number of separate islands, From 
the second fact we may derive the inference that all the 
lands around the North Pole, including Europe, Asia, 
and North America, were, up to the post-tertiary period, 
united in dne massive continental region. 

Then, as Asa Gray reasoned, when the ice age came, 
and what we now call the arctic climate followed, differ- 
ent results attended the configuration of the surfaces of the 
continents. Europe and Western and Central Asia, with 
mountain ranges running nearly east and west, from the 
Pyrenees through the Alps to the Caucasus and the 
Himalayas, obstructed and prevented the distribution 
southward of multitudes of plants, of meadow and forest, 
which the increasingly severe northern climate then de- 
stroyed. In America, Manchuria, and Japan, the nearly 
north and south running ranges allowed and favored this 
distribution. Altitude also giving the effects of higher 
latitudes, the mountairs, especially in Japan, preserved 
trees and plants which were not adapted to the southern 
warmer temperature. Thus we have accounted for the 
very remarkable similarity of vegetative life which every 
traveler must notice between our northern Atlantic states 
and Japan. On the Pacific side of North America it is 
much less marked, the wealth of plant and tree life, as to 
numbers of species, being there much less than on the 
eastern side of the Rocky Mountains. Coincidence or 
relationship in the animal life of Japan and America is, 
as above said, less notable. Reasons for this are not 
hard to assign, but room cannot be afforded for them in 
this place. Our greatest wild beast, however, if we ex- 
cept the bison, the grisly bear, is also an inhabitant of 
northern Japan. In a museum at Sapporo, in the Hok- 
kaido, I saw a specimen almost as large as any in mu- 
seums in America; and Rein confirms the designation 
there given to it as of the same species with our grisly 
bear. 

Reflections on other problems, of greater interest, not 
yet solved, some of them belonging to developments in 
time yet to come, concerning Japan, will appear here- 
after. 

Tokyo, Japan. . 
o> 


A Study in Effects 


By S. E. H. 


ECAUSE our modern problems seem to me very 
intricate, I have neglected them lately as prob- 
lvms, and have turned my attention to studying effects. 
My arrows of logic had fallen so wide of the mark they 
sought, they had encountered so many conflicting cur- 
rents of thought for which I found it impossible to 
make due allowance, and even the mark itself had so 
often seemed indeterminate, I had come into a state of 
indecision and perplexity fatal to any earnest effort. It 
was when I realized the impotency of such a condition 
of mind that I determined to abjure systems and turn to 
the judgment of fruits. Opportunity for this I found at 
hand. 

I have two friends who have always presented to my 
mind a strong contrast. One moves in a wide sphere, 
the other ina humble one. Through the agency of the 
first many springs of philanthropic effort are set in 
motion, and new centers of influence are constantly 
being established. Through the performance of her 
duties by the second only the every-day wants are sup- 
plied. Society seems to move at an accelerated pace 
where the presence of the one is felt. The goodness in 
it is conserved by the other. It is impossible to regard 
the labors of the first, and the success which attends the 
movements directed by her, without an impulse of admi- 
ration for the strength and ability to which such success 
is due, and a feeling of gratification at the extended scope 
vf her work. At this point she appears in the most striking 
contrast to my second friend, who is called upon to 
employ in her sphere of duty talents in no wise remark- 
able, nor efforts conspicuous in their results. And it is 
here, at the point of widest divergence, that I begin my 
study of effects. 

This 1 might make in such a way as to lead me back 
to the problems-which have so eluded me in their 
abstract forms. If I inquire which of these two women 
is contributing the more to progress, I am constrained to 
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goon and ask, “ What is progress? Dves it necessarily 
include material additions to what already exists? 
Does it mean the elevation of women to positions of 


‘equal prominence with those of men? Is intellectual 


enlightenment the good to be mainly sought after? Is 
it a duty to establish or re-establish a civilization on 
some given system of belief?” And so on ad infinitum. 
Obviously, I cannot choose for my investigation effects, 
or what appear to be such, of too outward a nature. 

I will turn then to myself, and to the influence of these 
friends upon my own mind. The effect of the first upon 
me I have substantially given. She arouses admiration 
for her qualities, she gives me an ideal of activity which 
rebukes my supineness, and, like the problems them- 
selves, she wearies me a little with her insistent ubiquity. 
I am crowded out even from the small corner of my in- 
dividual needs and affinities. 

I do not come so often into the atmosphere of my other 
friend, but I do not need to. It is so rare and fine that 
it penetrates me, and I carry some of it away in myself 
to live on for days after our interview. Am I heavy- 
hearted and despondent? Her patient cheerfulness gives 
me new courage. Am I oppressed by the sordid nature 
of daily life? She lifts me into her own region of bright 
thoughts and hopes. Havel argued pessimistically that 
all effort is futile, and that results are only seeming? I 
know, by the strengthening and purifying influence 
which proceeds from her, that the labor which grows 
out of and then reacts upon the heart of sympathy can- 
not all be dissipated into thin air. Often I am harassed 
by the limitations of my circumstances and of my own 
mind, but I see her performing humble duties according 
to great principles. She sweeps a room, it may be, but 
she has not been contented to do it without learning 
God’s laws of work. She ministers to ordinary wants, 
but the spirit of love which prompts her service reveals 
to her also needs which are not ordinary, though com- 
mon, and expands her own mind. 

Hers is no heart cramped and rendered inert by con- 
finement to sordid cares, but a flaming center of influence 
which sends out its light and heat first to those who 
stand in the nearest circle of duty and responsibility, 
but which could fill as completely a larger space should 
the circle be drawn farther away. 

For the real problems of the great world she has met 
in her small one, and, great and small being essentially 
the same, her solutions must always hold good. New 
methods she may have to learn, but the power to quicken 
and strengthen those whom she touches resides wholly 
in herself. 

She reveals to me the truths that large purposes, men- 
tal elevation, and moral power, may belong to the day of 
small things, and that results bear a relation to nothing 
else than the influence which emanates from personality. 

East Orange, N. J. 


ey) 
At Eventime 


By James Arnold Blaisdell 


O-NIGHT, my soul, be still and sleep; 
The storms are raging on God’s deep— 
God’s deep, not thine; be still and sleep. 
To-night, my soul, be still and sleep ; 
God's hands shall still the tempest’s sweep— 
God’s hands, not thine ; be still and sleep. 
To-night, my soul, be still and sleep ; 
God’s love is strong while night hours creep— 
God’s love, not thine; be still and sleep. 
To-night, my soul, be still and sleep; 
God’s heaven will comfort those who weep— 
God’s heaven, and thine ; be still and sleep. 
Waukesha, Wis. 


CAB 
A Monograph of Child-Thought 


By Mrs. E. P. Hull 


MONG the many advances in this nineteenth cen- 
tury, noted for grand enterprises and achieve- 
ments, nothing stands out more grandly than the out- 
reaching of the great heart of humanity to the little 
children, and that religion and science have united in 
one grand effort to comprehend the child nature, its 
physical needs, its mental workings, and its moral capaci- 
ties. The ablest minds of the period are concentrated 
upon the subject of child study. Volume after volume 
has been written, and there is scarcely a high-class peri- 
odical that is not making a feature of it. Man but lately 
devoted far more attention to the points and pedigree of 
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his horse or dog than to the training of shis child, while 
the child was allowed to develop by chance as best he 
could. 

Being deeply interested in this vital question, it occurs 
to me that a simple, unembellished account of the mind- 
working of one little child (mainly on a religious line) 
may prove of some small service in helping to an ins ght 
into the minds of other children, and thus, added to the 
observations and experience of others, may help to form 
a composite picture of the working of the child mind. 

There is something pathetic, if not appalling, in the. 
thought that these |. ttle ones, so dear to us, to whom we 
devote so much time and attention in many ways, are 
oftentimes, much oftener than we think, living apart, as 
it were, in a little world of their own, peopled with 
strangé, unaccountable fancies, to which neither father 
nor mother is admitted. Struggling and grappling all 
alone in their undeveloped minds with momentous ques- 
tions which might well stagger mature men and women, 
they are Overwhelmed with terrors which they do not 
reveal, and which those around them do not even sus- 
pect. These are induced by misconceptions of state- 
ments made in their presence, or by misinterpretation of 
Bible truths which they have heard read without expla- 
nation, or by superstitions imbibed from ignorant nurses, 
and often by an intuitive awe of the supernatural. I 
speak whereof I know. 

The particular child of whom I write was not in the 
least a precocious child. She has no recollection that 
would indicate even her own existence until she was 
almost three years old, and then was simply a little child 
running gaily through the house, when her settention 
was arrested in one of the rooms by an unfamiliar object, 
shrouded in black, which had to her an air of mystery. 
Alas! it was her young mother’s coffin; but, all uncon- 
scious of the fact of death and bereavement, she now only 
recalls the posture of her poor father, who sat near with 
face buried in his hands, and who roused himself to an- 
swer some childish question she asked in reference to it, 
without telling her anything of the irreparable loss she 
had sustained, and so she ran away in happy ignorance, 

The knowledge came only too soon; for the first defi- 
nite recollection she has of any thought of God is of sit- 
ting alone on the front steps of her home, a wee mite of 
a creature, looking up wistfully into a beautiful June 
sky, and seeing through the rifts in the soft, white float- 
ing clouds the heavenly blue beyond, and, with a sense 
of loss and loneliness as she gazed, wishing that God 
would let her dear mother come down to her through the 
opening clouds. Many atime since has the same long- 
ing filled her heart wher overborne by some great 
sorrow, and she has wept as she recalled the lonely 
little figure looking wistfully into the sky, yet keep- 
ing it pent up in her own childish heart, no one even 
suspecting the longing of the motherless child for her 
mother’s enfolding arms. 

Theirs was a large family, and they were reared ina 
strictly religious way, were required to learn their Sun- 
day-school lessons perfectly before going out to play on 
Saturdays. They attended Sunday-school and the church 
services in the morning ; and, in the afternoon, those who 
could read did so, and the younger ones were read to, 
and shown the pictures in the family Bible, after which 
all were allowed to walk in the garden and meadow, 
though never upon the streets. But she has no recollec- 
tion that any of them regarded the restraint as irksome 
in the least degree. She was the youngest at home for 
several years, and much petted, and well remembers how 
busy she kept her father and brothers telling her Bible 
stories, as she sat in the arms of one or the other, until 
she became so familiar with most of them as to correct 
the slightest omission or variation on their part. 

I have said that her mother died when she was scarcely 
three years old. Her father, who loved her lovely young 
mother as deeply as one human being can love another, 
felt that he could not bear that his children should know 
nothing of their mother. So he wrote for them a short 
memoir of her beautiful life and death, and, until they were 
all old enough to read it for themselves, he often called 
thenraround him on Sunday evenings, and read it to them. 
They all wept together with him over this tender recital 
of their great loss, and so learned to love this precious 
mother with an intensity that was almost a passion, and 
which “grew with their growth,” and “ strengthened 
with their strength,” until she scarcely realizes that she 
has no personal recollection of her. 

One of the childish misconceptions which caused her 
boundless anxiety and misery was the idea that punish- 
ment would follow almost immediately upon every sin, 
Where this idea originated she cannot sy, unless, in- 
deed, she argued it from the swiit retribution which 


























































































































































































followed upon the falsehoods of Ananias and Sapphira. 
But no tongue can tell the anxiety she suffered in con- 
sequence. ' 

For some misdemeanor, now forgotten, her second 
mother, being busy when it occurred, promised her a 
switching at bedtime. Parents have no realization of 
the torture they thus inflict by giving the little culprit 
hours of miserable anticipation, worse than the reality. 
In this instance, however, the suffering was from a differ- 
ent cause. By night, her mother had forgotten all about 

_ the switching, but not so the little girl, you may be sure. 
After undressing her and hearing her prayers, her mother 
kissed and bade her get to bed, with no allusion to what 
the little thing was tremblingly expecting. The childish 
mind, making no distinction between a forgotten promise 
and a deliberate falsehood, was alarmed at the awful 
consequences which might follow if she failed to switch 
her according to promise. With a beating heart, she 
climbed into her old-fashioned crib. Do not smile, dear 
reader, when I say that then and there took phace a 
struggle as heroic as many a bloody battlefield has 
witnessed! Should she remind her mother, and take 
the punishment, and so save her from the awful fate 
that might overtake her this very night, or should she 
suve herself the bodily pain? She tossed restlessly 
upon ber bed, trying in vain to decide upon the lat- 
ter course, but at last could stand it no longer.’ She 
arose from her pillow, and, in a subdued tone, said, 
“Mother, you have not switched me as you said you 
would.” The mother did the only wise thing to be done 
under the circumstances,—that is, gave her the switching ; 
for the child’s confidence in her would have been over- 
thrown had she not kept her word after being reminded. 
Ax it was, she was content, and soon fell asleep with a 
q'tiet conscience; and, though doubtless the punishment 
inflicted was very light, she recalls that she fell asleep to 
the xound of sobs from her older sister on her behalf. 

A brother baving teased her one day until she became 
angry, she called him a,fool (the first and last time she 
was ever guilty of applying the epithet to any one, how- 
ever applicable it may have been), and he repeated to 
her the words of the Bible as to the danger of calling 
one’s brother a fool. He did not mean to be unkind, 
and had-no idea of the effect of his words; but she was 
terrified, and went to bed many nights not daring to 
hope but that in some mysterious way she should be spir- 
ited away to the lower regions before morning. The fact 

‘that each morning found her safe in her bed does not 
seem in the least to have shaken her faith in her theory. 
She cannot think why she did not go to her father with 
her trouble, being neither a.timid nor a reserved child. 
But that she did not convinces her that reticence on 
such subjects must be natural to the average child mind. 

She sometimes appealed to her older sister to kaoow if 
something she had done was wrong, knowing perfectly 
well herself that it was, but hoping that her sister would 
say that “it would be all right if she would not do so 
any more, as she was such a little thing!” 

The age of accountability also gave her much thought, 
and she tried to find great comfort in the fact that the 
father of one of her schoolmates said that ‘‘children 
were not responsible until thdy were thirteen years old,” 
and she was much younger. than that. She tried to 
accept his theory that she might feel pretty safe for sev- 
eral years to come; but, child though she was, she knew 
him to be an ignorant man, and found small comfort in 
his views. And this, she says, reminds her of her own 
little son (for she is a grandmother now), who said to 
her one day, when a very tiny little fellow, “ Mama, do 
I know any better?” “ Any better about what?” she 
asked. “I mean,” he replied, “that if I were to tell a 
story, and were to die, would I go to heaven because I 
am too little to know any better?” She said, “I thought 
you did know that it was wrong to tell astory.” And 
he had to acknowledge that he did. 

Another trouble arose from the superstitions of the 
negroes. On some occasion, one of them told her that 
the hooting of an owl was the sign of death, and said 
that sometimes one would break through a window- 
pane, and perch upon the mantelpiece, or even upon the 
foot of a bed, and that in either case some member of 
the family was sure to die very soon after. Imagine 
her feelings, for she could hear them every evening in the 
trees around the house, and could not tell how soon the 
ill-omen creatures would be perching on mantel or bed 
of some inmate of the home! It was torture, and, when 
she could stand it no longer, she confided it to a sister 
just older, who in turn was frightened, and went to their 
father to ask if it were true. He had a perfect horror 
of superstitiqn of any kind, and ussured her that “ there 


»ws nothing in it.” He also sent for the younger, and 
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told her that “only the ignorant could suppose fora 
moment that the great Creator would reveal such know!l- 
edge to a miserable bird, and withhold it from his human 
creatures.” And then her little mind was relieved on 
that subject. 

Though hers was a most devoted father, she stood in 
some awe of him, and a thought of disobedience did not 
enter her mind. But she was frequently surprised at 
being reprimanded for things said or done that she had 
no idea were improper. One instance impressed itself 
upon her, She was probably six or seven years old at 
the time. He was greatly interested in her progress at 
school, and always rewarded good lessons, and always 
saw that they were carefully prepared at home. There 
was only one boy in her spelling-class, and on this par- 
ticular occasion she was wearing the silver medal given 
to the one who was at the head, She missed a word 
that very evening, and the boy, opening his book to the 
lesson, hid it behind the table at which they stood, and 
spelled it correctly, and, in school parlance, “turned her 
down.” Her sense of justice being very strong, she pro- 
tested, saying that he had no right to the place, as he had 
won it unfairly. He was allowed to take the medal, and 
she went home weeping, and ran at once to tell her 
father she had lost it, adding, ‘‘ But he looked in his 
book.” He immediately asked, “ Did you tell your 
teacher on him?” and when she replied that she did, to 
her utter astonishment he said, ‘She should have pun- 
ished you for being a telltale.” The child was mortified 
and crestfallen, and, while it taught her a good lesson in 
one respect, she still thinks the reproof was too severe. 
A child’s sense of injustice is very keen, and, although 
she knew that she had forféited the medal, she also knew 
that the boy deserved it still less, and she really was un- 
conscious of any impropriety in exposing the fraud. But 
her father bad such a horror of tale-bearing that he spoke 
sharply and without explanation, which was a mistake. 

There is one thing, she says, which must not be 
omitted, as it had an important influence on her later 
Christian life; that is, the idea she had of God. She 
was familiar from her infancy with the Bible texts which 
told of God’s great love and mercy, yet in some way she 
tailed to apprehend, much less comprehend, this thought 
of him. She did not understand that from the very 
fulness of the Father’s love the only way of salvation 
through his Son was opened, but thought Christ alone 
was sorry for her, and loved and pitied her enough to die 
for her. This injurious idea clung to her for a long time. 
And she waxes eloquent in speaking of “ the red-letter 
day ” when the glorious truth became her very own that 
Christ was “the expression of the Father’s love” for our 
race,—God himself “ manifest in the flesh.” 

Do not imagine from this record that she was an 
unhappy child, for, notwithstanding the trials arising 
from her misconceptions, she had on the whole a 
very joyous life. She had an implicit faith in direct 
answers to prayer, and remembers that on one occasion 
when she and the other children were playing at a dis- 
tance from the house, they saw lying in their path a 
very bad dog, which was usually kept tied. .Being afraid 
to pass him, they all dropped on their knees and prayed 
for deliverance, and lo! when they arose, whom should 
they see coming to them but their dear old black mammy, 
who took them safely past him; and it never entered their 
little hearts for a moment to doubt that she was sent in 
direct answer to their prayers. 

They had books and pets in abundance, and a garden 
and orchard filled with fruits and flowers, and in the 
happy springtime they had many rambles through the 
woods, from which they came laden with the wild honey- 
suckle and sweet shrubs and wood violets and crab- 
apple and dogwood blossoms and trilliums, and all the 
sweet things of the season. And the summér brought 
its luscious fruits by the wagon-load, and daily drives to 
the plantation, where they drank cool draughts from the 
old mossy spring in the grove, or wandered into the 
fields to. fill their baskets with luscious fruit. Autumn 
and winter, too, brought each its own peculiar pleas- 
ures and privileges. 

So, altogether, they had a very happy life with each 
other and their dear old black mammies, who followed 
them around with such faithful devotion, and who 
received much love in return, though .only a Southern- 
born child can understand the mutual and passionate 
attachment developed in this relation. 

If this simple narration of a child’s conception, or 
rather misconception, of things, will lead even one parent 
to tenderly guard her little ones against similar mistakes 
and fears by winning their childish confidence, she will 
feel repaid for the recital. : 


Washington, Ga. 
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The Sweet-Speech Society 


By J. Macdonald Oxley 





HERE were four little Eardleys, two girls and two 
boys,—a division as to sex that everybody thought 
quite satisfactory. 

The arrangement of this quartet, however, admitted of 

improvement, At least, so the boys thought, and it 
troubled them so deeply that they held an indignation 
meeting one day, the result of which was their going in a 
body—that is, together—to Mrs. Eardley, to state their 
grievance. Archie, the younger boy, acted as spokes- 
man, 
“ We don’t think it’s at all fair, the way we children 
are, mother,” he said in a very earnest tone. ‘ There’s 
a girl at the head and a girl at the foot, and both of us 
boys are in the middle, when there ought to be one 
boy on the outside any way. Don’t you think so, 
mother?” , 

Mrs, Eardley, with an effort keeping back the laugh- 
ter that wanted so much to break forth at this curious 
protest, looked down into the great dark eyes of the 
speaker, a little man who could claim not more than 
seven years, while his “big brother” was scarce two 
years older, and said with a sympathetic smile: 

‘Tt is too bad, Archie, that there should be no boy on 
the outside; but never mind, perhaps there will be, 
some day, and then you won’t have any more reason to 
complain.” 

And she added the comfort of a kiss, wherewith 
Archie was for the first time appeased. 

A couple of years after, there came a new baby to the 
Eardley home, and very keen was the satisfaction of the 
boys that the little stranger belonged to them. Their 
long-standing grievance was now redressed. There was 
a boy on the outside, and they were content. 

As may be easily imagined, the baby boy at once 
became the joy of the household, and his sisters and 
brothers, the youngest of whom was seven years his 
senior, watched his growth with liveliest interest. 

He was a particularly engaging youngster, and they 
loved to have him in the room with them; while he, on 
his part, was never happier than when watching their 
play. 

As he neared the end of his first year of life, he showed 
a sensitiveness to words uttered in a harsh or angry tone 
that was quite remarkable, considering that they were 
never addressed to him. 

So delicate were his feelings in this regard that it was 
not safe to play at scolding or crying in fun, as children 
love to do, if he was present. 

He did not understand the joke. He thought it was 
all real, and his rosy lip would quiver, and his plump 
face grow troubled,—warnings which, if unheeded, meant 
a genuine outburst of tears on his part. 

One Sunday evening, when Mrs, Eardley was at home 
with her little folk, baby in the midst, and the othgrs 
gathered around, the latter fell to bickering about some 
trifle, and soon all four were shouting at one another 
angrily, and almost threatening to come to blows in the 
heat of their contention. 

So excited were they that they did not heed their 
mother’s words of reproof, until suddenly there was 
added to the turmoil the wails of the baby, who, startled 
by the strife, lifted up his voice and wept. 

Instantly the, bickering ceased, and the four children, 
feeling ashamed of their ill-temper, crowded around the 
little fellow full of contrition and sympathy. 

When his tears were chased away, and replaced by 
smiles, the mother said quietly : 

“You see, children, how it hurts baby to have you 
quarrel like that. You must take better care of your 
tempers.” , 

And then a bright thought flashed into the brain of 
the eldest girl : 

“O mother!” she exclaimed; “ let us form a Sweet- 
speech Sqciety, and make baby president.” 

The happy suggestion was hailed with hearty ap- 
proval by all. Even the baby smiled, and clapped his 
pretty pink hands as if he understood what was said. 

So the society was formed forthwith, and proved of 
great influence in the Eardley home, illustrating in a 
fresh way the words of Isaiah, “ and a Jittle child shall 
lead them.” ° 


Montreal, Canada. 
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Lesson Calendar 
Second Quarter, 1896 





Warning Against Sin.................... Luke 13: 22-30 
aa eenedl (or. The Resurrection of Christ, Luke 24: 1-12 
2. April 12.—Parable of the Great Suppet...............000+--00e00+ Luke 14: 15-24 
3. April 19.—The Lost Found Luke 15: 11-24 
4. April 26.--The Rich Man and Lazarus.............-.-0--.00s-+00-+ Luke 16: 19-31 


.. Luke 17 :5-19 





. May 3.—Faith 











G May 10.—Lessons On Praye?.........-ccsseereseeesereeseeeeeesneeeseeeeee Luke 18 ; 9-17 
7. May 17.—Parable of the Pounds. da . Luke 19: 11-27 
&, May 24.—Jesus Teaching in the Temple.............-.-00+-0+-0000 Luke 20 :9-19 
9. May 31.—Destruction of Jerusalem Foretold.....0..........+ Luke 21 : 20-36 
10, June 7.—Warning to the Disciples .. Luke 22 : 24-37 
11. June 14.—Jesus Crucified ............. ...... Luke 23 : 33-46 





2. June 21.—The Risen LOrd..........cccee seresssemesesenrens cnnnens Luke 24: 
13. June 23.—Review. 
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Study 14.—Opportunities 
Luke 13 : 22 to 14: 5. 
I. Criticism. 

Compare the setting given by Matthew to verse 24 (Matt. 
7: 13, 14); to verse 27 (Matt. 7: 23); to verse 28 (Matt. 
8: 11,12); to verse 30 (Matt. 19:30; 20:16; Mark 10:31); 
t» verse 34 (Matt. 23 :.37-39). Compare Luke 14: 1-5 with 
6: 6-11 (Mark 3: 1-6; Matt. 12: 9-14), in order to decide 
whether or not we have a different account of the same 
miracle, e 


II. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL. 

Azain it is impossible to find any clear principle of analy- 
si-. Luke seems to have grouped a number of incidents and 
parables among which there is no connection except, per- 
hops, that of chronology. 

1, Speeulation as to the Number of the S.ved (vs. 22-30). The 
reference to the journey (v. 22) is too general to give definite 
jiistorical data. Yet the character of the question suggests 
that it was in the latter part of Christ’s ministry. What 
appears to have been the source of the question? (v. 23.) 
Nove the reply of Jesus. Does it not imply (1) that the ques- 
tion Was idle? (2) that one’s duty does not consist in specu- 
lation as to the fate of others? (3) that many fail to attend 
to the prerequisites of salvation (v. 24)? (4) tMat the reason 
for the exclusion is their failure to embrace their opporiu- 
nity to become friends of Christ (vs. 25, 26) and their wicked- 
ness (vs. 25-27)? (5) that privilege is not the measure of 
reward, but of obligation (vs. 28-30)? Although this reply 
was with especial reference to the Jews, does it not have a 


wider application? Does Jesus here say whether those saved * 


are few or many ? 

2. Jerusalem’s Lost Opportunity (vs. 31-35). The incident 
must have occurred in either Galilee or Perea. This helps 
to locate also the preceding words. Were the Pharisees 
friendly towards Jesus, or trying to frighten him into leay- 
ing the region? For Herod’s character (v. 32) compare 
Mark 6 : 14 seg.; Luke 3: 19; 23: 7-12. Notice Jesus’ 
faith in his ability to fulfil his work (comp. John 9: 4). 
Yet he was not a careless fatalist (John 7:1). Note the 
pathos or the sarcasm in verse 33. Connect the lament over 
Jerusalem (vs. 34, 35) with the thought in verses 28-30. 
Had not Jerusalem had many privileges and opportunities 
to actept Jesus as Christ? Note the antithesis in the two 
“ woulds” in verse 34. The punishment of those who wil- 
fully refuse divine gifts is seen in verse 35. Does it not con- 
sist (1) in the possession of that which is rated higher than 
such gifts (comp. Matt. 6: 1, 2, 5,16); (2) in the loss of 
Go's presence until, by their repentance, he shall be again 
welcomed? Does it not seem trivial to make verse 35 refer 
to the triumphal entry ? (19 : 38.) 

3. The Sabbath a Time for Good Deeds (14 : 1-5). Does 
14: 1 imply that Jesus was on good terms with this ruler of 
the Pharisees? Notice that the Jews did not regard the 
sabbath as a fast day, but as suitable for social meals (comp. 
Neh. 8: 9-12). As this is the last of Jesus’ controversies 
with the Jews over the sabbath, review them all, and en- 
deavor to get his position. The following passages should 
especially be noted: Mark 2 : 23-28 (Matt. 12: 1-8; Luke 
6: 1-5); Mark 3 : 1-6 (Matt. 12: 9-14; Luke 6: 6-11); John 
9: 14-16; Luke 13 : 10-21. Could his position be stated 
thus :—(1) the sabbath is an institution for the good of men; 
(2) when the laws of sabbath observance interfere with phi- 
lanthropy, they are contrary to the spirit of the Mosaic law ; 
(3) the sabbath is not a day of solemnity (like a fast day); 
(4) there is no merit to be gained by the observance of xab- 
bath laws, any m re than by the observance of other cere- 


monial legislation ? 
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III, FortHer ILLUSTRATIONS OF THESE RESULTS. 

1. Jesus’ teachings in regard to the use of opportunities: 
(1.) How opportunities are misused: Matthew 11 : 20-24; 
24 : 48-51; 25 : 1-18, 14-30, 41-45; Luke 14: 15-24. (2) 
How they are employed: Matthew 13 : 52; 24: 45-47; 
25 : 14-28. (3.) One cause of the failure to use them: John 
3; 20, 21. 

2. Privilege not the measure of reward. Take, as example, 
the Jews. For their privilegessee Romans3:1,2; Matthew 
3:9 (comp. Gal. 3: 16); John 8: 33-39. Read, in this con- 
nection, Galatians 2: 15-21. 

3. Jesus’ attitude to ceremonialism. In general, not revo- 
lutionary, Matthew 5: 17-19, but opposed to fasting, Mark 
2: 18-22 (Matt. 9 : 14-17; .Luke 5 : 33-39); to ceremonial 
washings, Mark 7: 1-9 (Matt. 15: 1-20); to distinctions in 
meats, Mark 7 : 15-19. 
1V. Topics For Spectau Srupy. 

1. Place in parallel columns the corresponding elements in 
the parable 13 : 24-27, and the statements of 13 : 28-30 and 
Matthew 7: 23. What is the interpretation, therefore, of 
the parable? 

2. Recall.the instances in which Jesus up to this time had 
been in Jerusalem. Might there have been other visits? 

3. What does Jesus mean by the chronological references 
of 13: 32? : 

4. Discover from the passages already given and John 
4:34; 5:36; 17:4; 19: 28-30, what Jesus thought of his 
own work, 


AH 


Pre-View for Second Quarter 


URING the remaining studies in Luke, the topic and 
golden text used for the last quarter will be retained. 
The coming lessons, therefore, may be presented thus : 


The Exalted Son of Man.’ 


1, The Son Stimulating True Zeal. 

2. The Son Condemning Human Fully. 
3. The Son Exalting God's Fatherhood. 
The Son’Revealing Human Destiny. 
The Son Commending Faith. 

The Son Commending Humility. 
The Son Commending Faithful Service. 
The Son Warning his Enemies. 

The Son Foretelling Woes. 

10. The Son Counselling his Friends. 

11. The Son Suffering Death. 

12. The Son Vanquishing Death. 


In each of these lessons it readily appears that “him hath 
God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour” (Acts 5: 31). 


CENA P 





1 The optional lesson for Easter is not included here. 
KY 
Lesson 1, April 5, 1896 


Warning against Sin 


GoLpEN Text: Strive to enter in at the strait gate.— 
Luke 13: 24. 


- (Luke 13: 22-30. Memory verses: 24, 25.) 


Read Luke 13 : 1-35. 


COMMON VERSION REVISED VERSION 


22 And he went through the 22 And he went on his way 
cities and villages, teaching, and through cities-and villages, 
journeying toward Je-ru’sa-lém. teaching, and journeying on 

23 Ten said one unto him, 23 untoJerusalem. And one said 
Lord, are there few that be saved ? unto him, Lord, are they few 
And he said unto them, that be saved? And he said 

24 9 Strive to enter in at the 24 untothem, Strive to enter in 
strait gate: for many, Isay unto by the narrow door : for many, 
you, will seek to enter in, and Isay unto you, shall seek to 
shall not be able. enter in, and shall not be 

2 When once themasterofthe 25 'able. When once the master 
house is risen up, and hath shut of the house is risen up, and 
tothe door, and ye begin to stand hath shut to the door, and ye 
without, and to knock at the begin to stand without, and 
door, saying, Lord, Lord, open to knock at the door, saying, 
unto us; and he shall answer and Lord, open to us; and he shall 
say unto you, I know you not answer ad say to you, I know 
whence ye are : 26 you not whence ye are; then 

26 Then shall ye begin to say, shall ye begin to say, We did 
We have eaten and drunk in thy eat and drink in thy presence, 
presence, and thou hast taught and thou didst teach in our 
in our streets. 27 streets, and he shall say, I tell 

27 But he shall say, I tell you, you, I know not whence ye 
I know you not whence ye are; are; depart from me, all ye 
depart from me, all ye workers 28 workers of iniquity. There 


of iniquity. shall be the weeping and 
28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, 


shall see A’bra-ham, and I’saac, 
and Ja’cob, and all the prophets, 
in the kingdom of God, aud you 
youraclves thrust out. 

29 And they shal! come from 
the east, and from the west, aia 


and Jacob, and ail the proph- 
e in the kingdom of God, and 
yourselves cast forth without. 
29 And they shall come from the 
east and west, and from the 
north and south, and shall 





1 Or, able, when once 
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from the north, and from the 1 sit down in the kingdom of 

south, and shall sit down in the 80 God. And behold, there are 

kingdom of God, last which shall be first, and 
30 And, behold, there are last there are first which shall be 

which shall be first ; and there last. 

are first which shall be last. 





1 Gr. recline, 
The American Revisers would substitute ‘‘ who ” 
“ which " (twice) in verse 30. 


or “that ” for 
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Lesson Plan and Analysis 


ToPic OF THE QUARTER: The Exalted Son of Man. 


GoLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.—Acts 5 : 31. 


Lesson Topic: The Son Stimulating True Zeal. 


f 1. Characteristics of True Zeal, vs. 22-24 a. 


OUTLINE : | 2. Stimulants toward True Zeal, vs. 24 b-30. 


Datty Home REApDINGs: 


M.—LUKE 13 : 22-30. 
T.—Matt. 7 : 13-27. Known by fruit. 
W.~+Ezek. 33 : 30-33. Hearers but not doers. 
T.—Luke 13: 1-9. Fate of the fruitless. 
F.—Heb. 4: 1-11. Fear of failure. 
S.—1 Cor. 9: 1927. Winning the prize. 
S.—2 Pet. 1: 1-11. A sure entrance. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson.) 


Warnings against sin. 


Oo 
Lesson Analysis 


I. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE ZEAL, 


1. An Intense Effort : 
Strive to enter in (24). 
With my whole heart have I songht thee (Psa. 119 : 10). 
I buffet my body, and briug it into bondage (1 Cor. 9 : 27). 
2. A Specific Aim : 
Enter in by the narrow door (24). 
This is the way, walk ye in it (Isa. 90 : 21). 
Enter ye in by the narrow gate (Matt. 7 : 13). 
3- A Distinctive Ability : 
Many .. . shall seek: to enter in, and shall not be able (24). 


Thou hast striven with Cod, . .. and hast prevailed (Gen. 52 : 28). 
Let him ask of God... . But let bim ask in faith (Jas, 1 : 5, 6). 


II, STIMULANTS TOWARD TRUE ZEAL. 


1. Opportunity Ends 

The master ... is risen up, and hath shut to the door (25). 
The harvest is past, the summer is ended (Jer. 8 : 20). 

The door was shut (Matt. 25 : 10). 
2. Anxiety Arises : 

Ye begin to stand without, and to knock (25). 

The mariners. . . cried every man unto his god (Jonah 1 : 5). 
Brethren, what shall we do? (Acts 2 : 37.) 
3- Appeals Fail : 

He :hall answer, ...I know you not whence ye are (25). 
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer (Prov. 1 : 28). 
Then will I profess unto them, I never kuew you (Matt. 7 : 23). 

4- Banishment Ensues : 

Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity (27). 

Your iniqnities haveseparated between you and your God (Isa. 59 : 2), 
os A the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness (Matt, 
s- Anguish Overwhelims : 

There shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth (28). 
When distress and anguish come upon you (Prov. 1 : 27). 
Fall on us, and hide us... from the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6 : 16), 
6. Grace Triumphs : 

They shali come, ... and shall sit down in the kingdom (29), 


Many shall see it, .. . and shall trust in the Lord (Psa. 40 : 3). 
wong shall... sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob (Matt. 
: a3). 


- 


Verse 24.—‘‘ Strive to enter in by the narrow door.”’ (1) The desig- 
nated door; (2) The prescribed duty. 

Ver-e 25.—** When once the master... hath shuttothedoor.” (1) 
The Master's house; (2) The outer world ; (4) The separating door. 

Verse 27.—‘* Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.” (1) 
Character pictured ; (2) Doom declared. 

Verse “8.—**‘ When ye shall see.”’ (1) A wondrous sight; (2) A for- 
lorn observer: (3) A ~ fate. 

Verse 29.—‘* They shall come, . .. andshallsitdown.”’ 
they come; (2) Whither they come; (3, Why they come. 


KS 


(1) Whence 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Lesson Surroundings 


NTERVENING Events.—If the incidents in Luke 11:14 

to 13: 9 belong to the Galilean ministry, the only events 

to be placed between the “Teaching about Prayer” (lesson 
for March 15) and the present lesson are the healing of 
the infirm woman on the sabbath (vs. 10-17) aud the repe- 
tition of the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven 
(vs. 18-21). But the latter passage may belong also to the 
Galilean ministry. If, however, the last lesson is regarded 
as belonging to the Perean ministry, the discourses in chap- 
ter 12: 49-59 and the conversation and parable in chapter 
13: 1-9 must be placed after that lexson, and immediateiyv 
Dr. Robinson places the 
raising o: Lazarus and the withdrawal to Ephraim betore wwe 


before the healing of the woman. 
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healing of the woman. But this view is open to objection. 
Tt leaves no record of the ministry between the withdrawal to 
Perea (John 10) and the raising of Lazarus; it takes no 
notice of the distinction between the journey noticed in this 
lesson and that spoken of in chapter 17 : 11, : 

Piace.—In Perea. 

Trme.—Probably in the latter part of January, year of 
Rome 783; that is, A. D. 30, in the thirty-fourth year of our 
Lord's life on earth, a little more than two months before his 
death. Dr. Robinson’s view involves a date several weeks 
later. 

Persons.—Our Lord and an unnamed person who asks 
him a question. It is implied in verse 23 that others were 
present. 

PARALLEL PassaGes.—There is no parallel to the inci- 
dent, but similar sayings occur in Matthew and Mark, espe- 
cially the former. 

Oo. 


Critical Notes 


Verse 22.—And he went on his way: This refers to a con- 
tinued journey, begun before this time, probably after the 
withdrawal to Perea(John 10). How much of the preceding 
narrative belongs to this journey is doubtful.— Through cities 
and villages: This general description implies that he parsed 
through the places on the route which gave an opportunity 
to teach — Teaching, and journeying on unto Jerusalem: Liter- 


ally, “ Making journey unto Jerusalem.” The immediate. 


purpose was to teach in these places, but the ultimate pur- 
pose was to reach Jerusalem. Luke, in this entire division 
of his Gospel, regards our Lord’s movements as a journey to 
death (comp. chap. 9 : 51). 

Verse 25.—And one said unto him: The tone of reproof 
and warning in our Lord’s reply to his question suggests that 
he was not an earnest believer, possibly not even a professed 
disciple, but a Pharisee.—Lord, are they few that be saved? 
The question is one of curiosity, rather than of practical 
religious thought, probably referring to the privileges of the 
Messiah’s kingdom, which the man doubtless regarded as 
worldly and material advantages. Our Lord’s reply, though 
not a direct answer to the question, points to final salvation. 
—Said unto them: To others who were present, the multitude 
usually attending him, made up of disciples, opponents, and 
listeners from curiosity. 

Verse 24.—Sirive: A strong term, derived from the contest 
in the ancient games, and transferred into English as “ ago- 
nize,” with a modified sense. Persistent struggle is iniplied. 
—To enter in by the narrow door: “ Narrow” is properly sub- 
stituted for “strait,” since the latter word is very often mis- 
understood, as if it were “ straight.” The best manuscripts 
read “door,” not “gate.” In Matthew 7 : 13 the latter term 
occurs, but the figures differ. There a path and the gate 
leading into it are spoken of; here the future blessedness is 
represented as a palace, in which guests assemble, yet they 
enter, not through a grand portal, but by a narrow door.— 
Shall seek to enter in: “Seek,” but not “strive.” They may 
seek to enter by some other way, or not seek earnestly enough 
to find the one door of entrance.—Shali not be able: It is a 
moral impossibility to enter, except by the “ narrow door.” 
The Pharisees thought that salvation was their inherited or 
earned right. The stronger expressions here, as compared 
with those in the Sermon on the Mount, point to a later 
period, when there was more opposition. The margin of the 
Revised Version connects verse 25 with this clause, but the 
oldest punctuated manuscripts serarate the clauses. 

Verse 25.— When once: This points to what will certainly 
come, though the time is indefinite. Whensoever this occurs, 
as described in verse 25, the answer of verse 26 will be given. 
—-The master of the house is risen up: Possibly to give formal 
welcome to all the guests assembled, or, more probably, to 
“shut to the door.” The figure is that of a feast, perhaps 
that of a family meal. In Matthew 25: 10, 12, a wedding 
feast is spoken of.— Ye begin to stand without, and to knock: The 
word “ begin,” here and in verse 26, suggests continued effort 
and asking and argument. They stiil cling to the false hope 
that they will be admitted.— Lord, open to us: It is implied 
that this call is repeated.—J know you not whence ye are: 
They are neither members of the family nor expected guests. 

Verse 26.—Then shall ye begin to say: This introduces the 
principal thought; “then” answeig to “when” (vy. 25).— 

We did eat and drink in thy presence: The claim for ad- 
mission is previous acquaintanceship. As applied to the 
Jews then present, it might be literally true; but there is a 
wider reference to merely external fellowship with Christ, 
possibly to the Lord’s Supper, as the outward sign of fellow- 
ship.—Didst teach in our streets: The figure is dropped for a 
time. Our Lord himself taught in their streets, and his lan- 
guage plainly means that such outward companionship avails 
nothing. Indeed, in many cases those who heard him and 
ate with him were his opponents. 

Verse 27.—And he shall say: Tey claimed entrance as a 
right, not as a favor. The claim was based on relations 
merely external. The mistake of Pharisaism appears to the 
very end.—I tell you, I know not whence ye are: Nothing that 
they urged gave them any real claim to entennce—Depart 
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from me, all ye workers of iniquity: Compare Matthew 7 : 23. 
“TIniquity” in that passage is “lawlessness;” here it is 
“ unrighteousness,” which these men are represented as serv- 
ing for hire. They are not really striving for admission, 
but still serving sin. The passage evidently applies to the 
final verdict, not to the temporary rejection of the Jews. 
The parable does not imply that they have a real desire for 
salvation, which involves a desire for holiness. 

Verse 28.—There: In the place to which the workers of 
iniquity depart, away from the presence of the Lord.—Shall 
be the weeping and gnashing of teeth: The article refers to a 
well-known figure. Such figurative representations point to 
a future transcending the figures in awful reality. This 
phrase occurs seven times in the Gospels, always in our 
Lord’s discourses, These verses resemble Matthew 8: 11, 12, 
most closely, though the connection is not the same, There 
the Jews are spoken of; here they are directly addres:ed.— 
When ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and 
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to the broken mason’s chips and stones, lying along the still 
unfinished outer low walls of the temple enclosure, and 
snatched up the heaviest to hurl at him and stone him to 
death, even in the holy precincts, But his time was not yet 
come, and he was able to leave the temple in safety. 
Henceforth he was little in the hateful city, though we find 
him visiting it more than once, for a short time, before his 
final entry to it on the eve of the passover then approaching. 
Thus we meet him there on the occasion of his healing, on 
the sabbath, the man born blind, and at the Feast of the 
Dedication, in the winter. But he presently hurried away, 
only to return to Bethany to raise Lazarus, after which he 
passed once more to the country beyond the Jordan, from 
which he returned only to be crucified. 
While he was journeying on this last sad progress to the 
Cross, he employed the opportunities offered, in the towns 
and villages through which he passed, to preach the new 





Jacob: The Jews were accustomed to represent | | *. 


3 





the privileges of the Messiah’s kingdom as a 
feast with the patriarchs —All the prophets: 
Peculiar to Luke. The prophets, as descen- 
dants of the patriarchs, are contrasted with the 
unbelieving and unfaithful descendants, — 
Yourselves cast forth without: Matthew, “the 
sons of the kingdom.” They will be cast out 
from privileges which, as children of the a 
covenant, descendants of Abraham, they ought 
to have obtained. 
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subject is indefinite, the context points to the 
Gentiles from all regions.—From the east and 
west, and from the north and south: This ren- 
dering, though not strictly literal, gives the 
exact force of the Greek. The two pairs of 
terms indicate, according to the ancient usage, 
the length and breadth of the whole world. 
Matthew inserts “ many,” which is not neces- 


SCALE OF MILES 
Verse 29.—And they shall come: While the 3 v 
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sary here. Our Lord’s purpose was, not to 
answer the curious question of verse 23, but 
to warn those present that they, as Jews con- 
fident of salvation, were in danger of being 
lost.—Sit down in the kingdom of God: The 
figure of a feast, with which the Jews were 
familiar in this connection, is resumed. 

Verse 30.—There are last which shall be first : 
This proverbial saying occurs in Matthew 
19 : 30 and 20 : 16, being illustrated there by 
the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, 




















and suggested by the question of Peter in 
regard to the position of the disciples (comp. 
Mark 10:31). Here the saying is applied to 
the guests who come into the kingdom, not, 
necessarily to Jews and Gentiles as such. It 
is true, the Gentiles were “last” in time, and 
yet became “first” in prominence, but the 
principle is applicable to individuals and 
churches and nations throughout the Chris- 
tian dispensation.—There are first which shall 
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be last: Those first called, and at first more 
eminent, may become lowest in position. This is a fitting 
close to the warnings of the entire lesson. 


Western Theological Seminary. 
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The Lesson Story 


By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. e 


ESUS had attended the Feast of Tabernacles, the great 
harvest thanksgiving of the nation, but the hostility 
kindled against him by the heads of the various religious.and 
ecclesiastical interes's of the day, who felt themselves com- 
promised by his fearless denunciations of their insincerity, 
beneath professional and assumed airs of sanctity, was grow- 
ing ever more deadly. At Jerusalem, especially, dark bigotry, 
intolerance of criticism, and incapagity for hearty reception 
of disagreeable truth, exposed any faithful public teacher to 
imminent danger. It was a city of riots, rites, and rabbis, 
with the most turbulent population in the great Roman Em- 
pire, ever ready to rise in furious violence at any supposed 
affront to the sacredness of the temple, the honor of the law, 
or at any suspicion that the claims of the mob to be the favor- 
ites of God, and the destined heirs of the kingdom of the 
Messiah, were called in question. 

Hence the strictures of Jesus, day by day, on their moral 
shortcomings, spoken in the grounds of the temple, and the 
way in which he met the attacks of his enemies by a vigorous 
counter-assault, led to their rising in a body to kill him then 
and there. The great crdlird, in their long gaberdines and 
tall caps, their curling hair flying round their shoulders, their 
black eyes flashing with rage, the air filled with their cries 
for his death, their teeth gnashing as if to tear the hated one 
with them, and their arms bared for easier vengeance, rushed 








kingdom of God. The number of these places must have 
been large; for Perea was a very populous region, and, from 
its open surface, more suited for dense settlement than Gali- 
lee, which nevertheless, according to Josephus, had two hun- 
dred and four villages and towns. One day, while he was in 
the narrow dusty street of some unknown town or village, the 
questioning, which was universal after a rabbi had ended his 
discourse, took the shape, from one person, of a wish to know 
whether, since his conditions of discipleship were so hard, many 
could hope to escape the judgments of God, which would pre- 
cede the introduction of the kingdom of the Messiah, and be 
granted an entrance to it? Curiosity may have suggested the 
question, but it may have been the anxiety of an earnest heart 
as to its own future. 

In either case, Christ returned only an indirect reply, giving 
the matter a practical color, which brought serious thoughts 
to all his hearers. “ Never mind,” said he, in effect, “‘ about 
others. Let each of you see that his life conduct him to the 
kingdom.” He compares the entrance to it to a narrow door, 
through which many, seeking to pass, will not be able to do 
so. But by achange of the application of the figure, this 
exclusion, he tells them, will only take place when the master 
of the house, having waited till the hour had passed by which 
his dependants had been ordered to come home, ordered the 
outer door to be shut, and refused admission to those who 
arrived afterwards, They might readily understand by such 
a parable, from the lips of one always preaching “ the king- 
dom ” to them, that he was inviting them at that moment to 
enter; but hinting that, if they refused, the time might come, 
after it had been set up, that many of them would try, too late, 
to be admitted, 

A touching picture follows of those who, too late, sought 
admis<ion at the closed gate, beseeching ,the master to let 
them come in, and urging all they could think to gain his 
favor. The stern words that “he did not kaow them” had 
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sounded out in answer to their knocking; but they still despair- 
ingly pled with him that, if he only opened, he would know 
them at once; for they had eaten and drunk with him, and 
he had taught in their streets. The parable thus gets a new 
turn of literality, applying, not to a supposed master of a 
house, as at first, but to himself directly. But the answer 
from within is still the same: “ I tell you, I know not whence 
ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.” Their 
sin consisted thus, he hints to them, in not receiving his teach- 
ings into their hearts at that moment, and in not, thencefor- 
ward, practicing them in their lives. Nothing else would 
make him recognize any one as his. 

As Jews, they must have felt keenly when he went on to 
tell them that, when the Messiah set up his kingdom, they 
would see the patriarchs and all the prophets safe in the 
delights of its glory, and even multitudes from east, west, 
north, and south, in their company, while they themselves 
were shut out. The Palestine Jewsshut out of the kingdom, 
and those of the Dispersion, or, possibly, even godly heathen, 
sitting down tothe heavenly feast, might well call forth weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth! 


Bournemouth, England. 
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The Strait Gate 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


ss RE there few that be saved?” The questioner’s tem- 

per and motives may be inferred from the tone of 
Christ’s answer, which turns attention from a mere piece of 
speculative curiosity to the grave personal aspect of the con- 
dition of “salvation,” and the possibility of missing it. 
Whether few or many went in, there would be many left out, 
and among these some of the listeners. Jesus speaks to 
“them,” the multitude, not to the questioner. The men who 
approach solemn subjects lightly, and use them as material 
for raising profitless questions for the sake of getting religious 
teachers in a corner, exist still, and are best answered after 
Christ’s manner. 

Of course, the speaker meant by being “ saved ” participa- 
tion in Messiah’s kingdom, regarded in the carnal Jewish 
fashion ; and our Lord’s reply is primarily directed to setting 
forth the condition of entrance into that kingdom, as the Jew 
expected it to be manifested on earth, But behind that im- 
mediate reference lies a solemn unveiling of the conditions of 
salvation in its deepest meaning, and of the danger of exclu- 
sion from it. 

1. We note, first, the all-important exhortation with which 
Christ seeks to sober a frivolous curiosity. In its primary 
application, the “ strait gate ” may be taken to be the lowli- 
ness of the Messiah, and the consequent sharp €ontrast of his 
kingdom with Jewish high-flown and fleshly hopes. The 
passage to the promised royalty was not through a great 
portal worthy of a palace, but by a narrow, low-browed 
wicket, through which it took a man trouble to squeeze. For 
us, the narrow gate. is the self-abandonment and self-accusa- 
tion which are indispensable for entrance into salvation. 

“The door of faith” is a narrow one; for it lets no self- 
righteousness, no worldly glories, no dignities, through. Like 
the German emperor at Canossa, we are kept outside till we 
strip ourselves of crowns and royal robes, and stand clothed 
only in the hair-shirt of penitence. Like Milton’s rebel 
angels entering their council chamber, we must make our- 
selves small to get in. We must creep on our knees, so low 
is the vault; we must leave everything outside, so narrow is 
it. We must go in one by one, as in the turnstiles at a place 
of entertainment. The door opens into a palace, but it is too 
strait for any one who trusts to himself. 

There must be effort in order to enter by it. For every- 
thing in our old self-confident, self-centered nature is up in 
arms against the conditions of entrance. We are not saved 
by effort, but we shall not believe without effurt. The main 
struggle of our whole lives should be to cultivate self-hum- 
bling trust in Jesus Christ, and to “ fight the good fight of 
faith.” 

2. We note the reason for the exhortation. it is briefly 
given in verse 24 (last clause), and both parts of the reason 
there are expanded in the following verses. Effort is needed 
for entrance, because many are shut out. The questioner 
would be no better for knowing whether few would enter, 
but he and all need to burn in on their minds that many 
will not. 

Very solemnly significant is the difference between striving 
and seeking. It is like the difference between wishing and 
willing. There may be a seeking which has no real earnest- 
ness in it, and is not sufficiently determined, to do what is 
needful in order to find. Plenty of people would like to pos- 
sess earthly good, but cannot brace themselves to needful 
work and sacrifice. Plenty would like to “go to heaven,” as 
they understand the phrase, but cannot screw themselves to 
the surrender of self and the world. Vagrant, half-hearted 
seeking, such as one sees many examples of, will never. win 
anything, either in this world or in the other. 
strive, and not only seek. 


We must 
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That is true, even if we do not look beyond time; but 
Jesus carries our awed vision onwards to the end of the days, 
in the expansion of his warning, which follows in verses 
25-27. No doubt, the words had a meaning for his hearers 
in reference to the Messianic kingdom, and a fulfilment in 
the rejection of the nation. But we have to discern in them 
a further and future significance. 

Observe that the scene suggested differs from the similar 
parable of the virgins waiting for their Lord, in that it does 
not describe a wedding feast. Here it is a householder al- 
ready in his house, and, at the close of the day, locking up for 
the night. Some of his servants have not returned in time, 
have not come in through the narrow gate, which is now not 
only narrow, but closed by the Master’sown hand. The trans- 
lation of that is that, by a decisive act of Christ’s in the 
future, the time for entrance will be ended. As in reference 
to each stage of life, specific opportunities are given in it for 
securing specific results, and these can never be recovered if 
the stage is past ; so mortal life, as a whole, is the time for 
entrance, and if it is not used for that purpose, entrance is 
impossible. If the youth will not learn, the man will be 
ignorant. If the sluggard will not plow because the weather 
is cold, he will “ beg in harvest.” If wedo not strive to enter 
at the gate, it is vain to seek entrance when the Master’s own 
hand has barred it. 

The language of our Lord here seems to shut us up to the 
conclusion that life is the time in which we can gain our en- 
trance. It is no kindness to suggest that perhaps he has not 
shut the door quite fast. We know, at all events, that it is 
wide open now. 

The words put into the mouths of the excluded sufficiently 
define their characters, and the reasons why they sought in 
vain. Why did they want to be in? Because they wished to 
get out of the cold darkness into the warm light of the bountiful 
house. But they neither knew the conditions of entrance, 
nor had they any desire after the true blessings within. 
Their deficiencies are plainly marked in their pleas for ad- 
mission. At first, they simply ask for entrance, as if think- 
ing that to wish was to have. Then, when the housebolder 
says that he knows nothing about them, and cannot let 
strangers in, they plead as their qualification that they had 
eaten and drunk in his presence, and that he had taught in 
their streets. In these words, the relations of Christ’s con- 
temporaries are described, and their immediate application to 
them is plain. 

Outward connection with Jesus gave no claim to share in 
his kingdom, We have to learn the lesson which oe 
who live amidst a widely diffused professing Christianity 
sadly need. No outward connection with Christ, in Christian 
ordinances or profession, will avail to establish a claim to 
have the door opened for us. A man may be a most respect- 
able and respected church-member, and have listened to 
Christ’s teaching all his days, and have in life a vague wish 
to be “saved,” and yet be hopelessly unfit to enter, and there- 
fore irremediably shut out. 

The householder’s answer, in its severity and calmness, 
indicates the inflexible impossibility of opening for such seek- 
ers. It puts stress on two things,—the absence of any vital 
relationship between him and them, and their moral charac- 
ter. He knows nothing about them, and not to be known by 
the master of the house is necessarily to be shut out from his 
household. They are known of the shepherd who know him 
and hear his voice. They who are not must stay in the desert. 
Such mutual knowledge is the basis of all righteousness, and 
righteousness is the essential condition of entrance. 

These seekers are represented as still working iniquity. 
They had not changed their moral nature. They wished to 
enter heaven, but they still loved evil. How could they come 
in, even if the door had beepepen? Let us learn that, while 

faith is the door, withoug! iiness no man shall see the Lord. 
The worker of iniquity ie only an outward relation to Jesus. 
Inwardly he is separated from him, and, at last, the outward 
relation will be adjusted to the inward, and departure from 
him will be inevitable, and that is ruin. 

3. Boldly and searchingly personal as the preceding words 
had been, the final turn of Christ’s answer must have had a 
still sharper and more distasteful edge. He had struck a 
blow at Jewish trust in outward connection with Messiah as 
ensuring participation in his kingdom. He now says that 
the Gentiles shall fill the vacant places. Many Jews will be 
unable to enter, for all their seeking, but still there will be 
many saved ; for troops of hated Gentiles shall come from 
every corner of the earth, and the sight of them sitting beside 
the fathers of the nation, while Israel after the flesh is shut 
out, will move the excluded to weeping,—the token of sorrow, 
which yet has in it no softening nor entrance-securing effect, 
because it passes into “ gnashing of teeth,” the sign of anger. 
Such sorrow worketh death. 

Such fierce hatred, joined with stiff-necked obstinacy, has 
characterized the Jew ever since Jerusalem fell. “If God 
spared not the natural branches,” “take heed Jest he also 
spare not thee.” Israel was first, and has become last. The 
same causes which sent it from the van to the rear have 
worked like effects in “Christendom,” »s witnes« Asia Minor 
and the mesks into which Ciirstian cuurches have been turned. 
















































These causes will produce like effects wherever they be- 
come dominant. Any church and any individual Christian 
who trusts in outward connection with Christ, and works ini- 
quity, will sooner or later fall into the rear, and if repentance 
and faith do not lead it or him through the strait gate, will 
be among those “last” who are so far behind that they are 
shut out altogether. Let us “ be not high-minded, but fear.” 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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Illustrative Applications 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


EACHING, and journeying on (v.22). Progress is a duty 
in life. Even when we are doing a good work where 
we are, we must not plan to remain just there always. As 
we teach, we must be ready to journey on. So, on the other 
hand, we must teach as we journey. We have no right to 
stop teaching when we begin journeying. In fact, we are 
teaching as we journey, whether we intend to or not. We 
teach by example as well as by precept. We can teach evil 
as well as good without intending it. As Jesus was a teacher 
while he journeyed and while he rested, every one of his 
followers teaches while journeying or while resting. Let us 
have a care to teach wisely, and to teach aright, as we stand 
and as we journey on. 

Are there few that be saved  (v.23.) Thatis a poor question 
to worryover. It is important to know how to be saved, but 
it is not important to know how many are saved. “ What is 
that to thee?” asked Jesus, when Peter was questioning 
about another man’s prospects, “ Follow thou me.” “ How 
can I be saved?” is a practical question for every sinner. 
“ Will you be saved?” is a question of similar pertineucy to 
any person in whose spiritual welfare we have an interest. 
It is not yet time to take a census of the redeemed. 

Many, I say to you, shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able 
(v.24). That is an important thing for usto know. While 
we cannot know now just how many are saved, we do know 
that many are not yet saved. This ought to interest us, Are 
you one of the saved? If not,do you expect tobe? When? 
How? If not, why? If you are saved, who about you is 
not? To whom can you bring salvation? What are you 
doing to save others? 

Ye... say, We did eat and drink in thy presence, and thow 
didst teachin our streets... . Heshalsay, ... I know not whence 
ye are: depart from me (vs. 26, 27). Some who sat in good 
pews, in orthodox churches—and aid for them; scme who 
went to prayer-meeting—and took part in it; some who were 
regularly at.Sunday-school—and memorized the golden texts 
and the catechism ; some who taught classes—and had schol- 
ars which distinguished themselves on review Sunday; some 
who proclaimed sound doctrine from the pulpit—and refused 
calls from half a dozen churches,—may be among those who 
hear with surprise that they are not to enter heaven. No 
performance of good ‘works, no confident resting on them, will 
save a sinner, or wiil open to him heaven’s door, But who- 
ever else is finally disappointed, there will be never one who 
has committed himself in child-like trust to Jesus as his 
Saviour, and has evidenced his faith by his daily life in his 
Saviour’s service. Jesus will never say to such a soul, “I 
know not whence ye are.” He knowshis own, and he is known 
of them. 

They shall come from the east and west, and from the north and 
south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God (v. 29). And 
this is not alone from the four quarters of our state or coun- 
try ; from every portion of the people of our race; from all 
directions within our denomination. It is from quarters 
where we least look for servants of God ; from peoples whom 
we have despised; from fields where there is no church of 
ourname. There will be as many surprises in the coming in 
of the redeemed at the last day, as in the shutting out of the 
over-confident. To see some from among the Jews and 
Muhammadans and Parsees, as well as from the Roman 
Catholics and Greek and Unitarian churches, may startle some 
of our sound Presbyterians and Methodists and Baptists and 
Episcopalians, But of one thing we may be sure, even before 
we know all that will then be made clear to us, and that is 
that no one will enter heaven who does not belong there,— 
who is not saved in God’s sight and in God's way, ; 

Behold, there are last which shall be fiat, and there are first 
which shall be last (v.30). The standards of this world are not 
to be the standards of thenext. Some men and women whose 
lives attracted no notice here, and whose deaths had no men- 
tion in the newspaper, will be centers of interest in heaven. 
The relative standing of saints will be among the great sur- 
prises of the future. It was a custom of old time in New 
England to assign seats in the churches, in open town meet- 
ing, according to the character and dignity of the occupants, 
If such were now the custom universally, there would be a 
good deal of changing about when church-members ‘took the 
places assigned to them in heaven. Some who had front 
seats in their old church, would be well back by the door in 
the new place «i worship ; 


and their old seats wonld be oecn- 


pied Ly some who had been ieit 10 «b.ft for them-eives in ihe 














































































“swing-pew” of the gallery. There is a comfort in this 
thought as we see how some are overestimated and others 
are undervalued in this world. 


Philadelphia. 
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Teaching Hints 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


MONG those who surrounded our Lord were men of all 
sorts, Some heeded, some opposed, him ; some laughed, 
some wept; some scoffed, some worshiped; some wanted to 
discuss, others to learn. Among those who wanted to discuss 
was the man in to-day’s lesson who asked the question as to 
the number of those who were to be saved, It was an inter- 
esting question, no doubt, but his purpose in asking it was, 
not that he mightderive any help from the answer, but that 
his intellectual quriosity might be satisfied, or that he might 
start a discussion, and air his own views on the subject. 

Our Lord refused to reply to the question, for he saw that 
it was of no use todo so. But he did try to turn the thoughts 
of the man, and of all who were present, to a far more seri- 
ous theme; namely, that of their own salvation. He did this 
under the figure of a house into which men desire to gain 
admittance, but which they fail to secure because they come 
too late. They then find that all arguing <nd pleading is 
vain, for the master of the house refuses to open the door, 
and makes such answer as proves that they have no right 
there. Jesus then goes on to say that patriarchs and prophets 
will be found within those doors, end that many from all 
parts of the world will enter, while many who hear his voice 
will be shut out. Remember that those to whom the Master 
was speaking were themselves descendants of those same 
patriarchs, and of the same blood as those prophets, and they 
considered that, of course, they would get into the door of 
the kingdom of God. 

Now, to come down to our days, we find that men are 
much the same as they were in the times of the gospel story. 
There are still those who are deeply interested in the question 
that this man put to the Saviour. The discussion as to the 
number of the heathen that are to be saved has not died out 
yet. Theological seminaries are dwelling on this; and in any 
Bible class, if the interest lags a little, it can instantly be 
aroused by the asking of the question of the lesson. All will 
awake from their lethargy at once, and join in the discussion, 
and, strange as it may appear, all will have a positive opinion 
on the subject. But, if the theme be again changed, and the 
question of personal salvation is brought forward, it may be 
that the interest will wane at once. 

All this shows that, while a man may be intellectu- 
ally interested in religious themes, it may also be that he is 
very slightly interested in the question of his own salvation. 
In secular matters men show their common sense all the 
time. The great steamer St. Paul has been successfully 
hauled off from the sand-bank on which she ran. The 
steamer cost about two million doilars, and, a. soon as she 
went ashore, the owners began to discuss, not, “Are many 
steamers that run aground hauled off successfully?” but, 
“Can this steamer be gotten off the sands safe and sound?” 
It was no general theme that the owners wanted discussed, 
but the exceedingly practical and personal one chat concerned 
that particular ship. General discussion would not have 
helped matters at all, but concrete effort got the St. Paul off. 

And shall not men exercise the same common sense in 
matters religious? Of what avail will it be for me, when I 
come to die, to know that millions of men wil! be saved, if I 
myself am lost? Look now at the teaching of the Master in 
this respect. His illustration sets forth three things very 
clearly. 

1, The door is open. Indeed, what he came to this world 
for was just to open the door to the kingdom of God for all 
who really wanted to enter. There is no person in all the 
world—there never was, and there never will be—to whom 
the door of the kingdom of God was always shut. But, to 
come a little closer home, let the teacher press on the class 
the fact that for us the door now is still open. “ The Spirit 
and the bride say, Come,” and the message is to us this day. 
No scholar can say, “ I would ike to enter that blessed king- 
dom, but the door is fast closed.” No, the door has been open 

for us these many yers, and, if we have not entered, it is 
only because we have been better pleased with what we have 
seen outside. 

2. The door will one day be closed. Jesus has opened it, 
and Jesus will himself close it. He is “the master of the 
house.” Was it not God who shut the door of the ark in 
which Noah was? Is it not Jesus who inthe parable of the 
Ten Virgins shuts the door? Yes, the Bible sets forth very 
clearly that that door will not always stand open. “My 
Spirit shall not always strive with man” was said many 
centuries ago, and Jesus virtually reaffirmed this solemn 
truth. 

3. When it is closed, all knocking will be vain. There 
are many who do not believe this. But it is what Jesus 


teaches, and he knew just what he was talking about; for the 
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house is his, and he knows his plans as to its rules. “Too 
late” is a Bible teaching, and one that the Bible teacher 
should emphasize rightly. Now all is ready, but if, like 
many of the men of Christ’s time, we delay, and hold on to 
sin, the moment will come when grace ceases and justice has 
its way. How stands it, then, with your class to-day, 
teacher? Are they all within the door, or are some still 
without? and, if the latter is true, what ought you to do 
to-day, or say, so as to help them to a right decision? 
New York City. 


AS 


Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


HERE was Jesus during nearly two years of his pub- 
lic work? Where was he in the last few months of 
his life? 

Through Cities and Villages Teaching.—We do not know the 
names of the places where Jesus taught on this last journey 
in Perea. He was going to Jerusalem, there to suffer and 
die. What was the question the boy Jesus asked his mother 
in the temple? Under the shadow of the cross he was yet 
earnestly doing his “ Father’s business,” teaching all who 
would believe his words. Many of his lessons were in para- 
bles. What is a parable? It is a story of some familiar 
thing likened or compared to another. We have often 
called it an earthly story with a heavenly meaning, for such 
were all the parables of Jesus. What is the question in the 
twenty-third verse of our lesson? We do not know who 
asked it, but the important matter for us is the reply Jesus 
gave. ; 

Strive.—Jesus said, “ Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” 
What is it to strive? The word really means to “ agonize,” 
to use all the might and strength to gain the one thing 
desired. Does the slow-going boy win the ball game, or the 
boy who gives it all his thought and strength? Jesus’ 
answer, meant for each one of us, is thie, It is not of so much 
consequence for you to know how many others are saved, but 
that you strive to be saved yourself, 

The Strait Gate.—Jesus taught of the way to the kingdom 
of heaven as if it were a city with walls, and a gate to enter 
in. In olden times all cities were surrounded by a strong 
wall, the gates closed at night, with a narrow wicket gate and 
a watchman to allow none to go in but those who had right 
to enter. This was so small that only one could pass in at a 
time, and none could carry in with them a large or heavy load. 
So Jesus taught in this very chapter that those who would be 
saved must repent of sin, and live as if they had truly 
repented. He said they should “ bear fruits meet for repent- 
ance,” just as a tree that has had sunshine and dew and care- 
ful culture should yield abundant fruit for its owner. They 
who would enter the strait gate must have asked Jesus to 
take away their sin, for only through him can any enter the 
kingdom of heaven. He said, “I am the door,” and again 
he said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

Too Late—There are many who think, I mean to be a 
Christian some time, but when I am older, or have some 
trouble, will be time enough. In the twenty-fifth verse, what 
is told of the house-master and the door? What will those 
say who knock? What will the Lord say tothem? What 
excuses will those who are shut out try to make? Will it 
merit heaven to say, “I always went to Sunday-school, and 
learned my lesson, and went to church, and heard about 
Jesusand heaven”? Did you ever read the story in Matthew 
about the five wise and the five foolish virgins ?- 

In the Kingdom.—The Jews claimed that they were true 
children of Abraham, Because Abraham was called “the 
friend of God,” did it give to all who came after him the 
faith that he had? Could they claim a right to enter 
heaven because of Abraham’s life of obedience and trust in 
God? Jesus told of the anguish of those who would be shut 
ont, and yet know of the happiness and reward of their pious 
fathers, The prophets, some of whom had been stoned and 
put to death, they should see in all the glory and joy within 
the closed door. 

Many Shall be Saved.—After the parable, Jesus gave his 
hearers to understand that many whom they did not honor 
would have a place in the heavenly kingdom; for the Jews 
thought no other than Jews would be there. But Jesus told 
them that the saved should come from lands in every direc- 
tion, even far away from those who claimed to be God's own 
chosen people. Do you think our country would come in the 
list in verse 29? What do you understand by the last being 
first, and the first last? The other day, in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, an old colored man named Andrew Ferguson died. 

He was once a slave, and when he became free he was a poor 
man. He became a porter in a bank, and was constant and 
trustworthy in all his work. Year after year he carefully 
saved his earnings, until one day a church building was of- 
fered for sale. Andrew Ferguson had just enough money in 
the savings-bank to buy it. He asked advice from ministers 
and elders to secuse it, to be used always as achurch. Then 
he gave it to his people. He was asked if he had not better 
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keep a little money for himself in old age; but he said, “ No, 
I am yet able to work, I want to give ali that I have for 
my own race to have a place and a chance to bring up their 
children to be good, godly people.” He kept on with his 
daily sweeping, cleaning offices, and at work from morning 
until night; but his heart was light, for he was a constant 
worshiper with his people in the house he had given them. 
Christian ladies helped in his work. There are “ mothers’- 
meetings” to bless the homes, and he has seen hundreds of 
bright-eyed, brown-faced children taught in the Sunday- 
school, the industrial school, and the kindergarten of the 
Knox Church,—a beautiful memorial to a life of humble 
piety and benevolence. Who can doubt that he has heard 
the welcome, “ Well done, good and faithful servant’!?) A 
little girl, hearing him praised, said, “I s’pose Andrew Fer- 
guson is in heaven. Will he sit with the white folks?” She 
had queer ideas of heaVen, but her mother told her that 
Jesus came to save souls from every race and nation; that in 
heaven would be souls from heathen lands, the little widows 
of India, that had been shut in and never heard of Jesus 
until the missionary teachers came; the little Chinese girls, 
whose feet were once bound, but were led in the right way; 
the once savage Sea Islanders, the poor Indian, despised pris- 
oners, and the murdered Christians of Armenia. Yet per- 
haps some may miss of meeting all these who had always 
heard of Christ, but, after all, only in fear called for salvation 
too late and in vain. So the last may be first, and the first 
in earthly blessing be last to enter the kingdom of God. 
Louisville, Ky. 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 


By Annie S. Harlow. 


Yaygiensc TRUTH.—Striving necessary to salvation. 

Introduction to Lesson.—This is a difficult lesson to 
which to attract and hold attention, Perhaps it may be done 
in this way: Out in George’s back yard there was a bird- 
house, somewhat like this (a box with a small opening in the 
side), that his father had nailed up in the tree. One day, 
when George was watching the mother bird build her nest, 
she came, holding by the middle, like this, a long, light stick 
(a tooth-pick inserted at right angles to the bill of the bird); 
but when she tried to enter the door,she found that she could 
not get in with her burden, She tried several times, but no, 
the door was too narrow, or “ strait,” for her to enter in that 
way. She flew on a branch near by to think what she could 
do. Back she came, and again tried to enter as before, but it 
was of no use. She could not enter so. You are wiser than 
a bird, and can tell what she must do. Yes, she must give up 
her way, and either turn the stick around or leave it outside ; 
then she will reach her nest and be happy. 

Like this bird, we sometimes try to find our happiness in our 
own way; but the gate to it is too narrow, or “ strait,” for us 
to enter in that manner. (Note: We must give up our wills, 
or turn them in accordance with God’s will. Some of the 
things that before were hindrances may then become helps.) 

I wonder if there are any people who try to do such foolish 
things as this bird did? Let us see about George himself. 
(One quarter, the Providence Lithograph Company published 
modern pictures, from which might be cut a picture of a boy.) 
Here (pin this picture to the board, dr a simple mark will do) 
he is, and he wants to enter the Palace of Happiness. This 
door (a large sheet of paper, in which is cut a door which may 
be opened and closed, and behind which is written in bright 
letters the word “ Happiness”) shall stand for the way into it. 
Let us see how the boy tried to enter. His next-door neighbor 
had company, and, after tea, kindly sent in for George and his 
sister the ice-cream that was left. The boy, without waiting 
to call his sister, ate it all. He thought he should enter 
Happinessin that way. Doyouthinkthathedid? No; the 
gate or the door is too “ strait,” or narrow, for selfishness to 
pass through. 

One afternoon he was playing ball out in the back street, 
and his mother called him to come in, but he did not obey. 
He thought to find Happiness in that way. Did he find it? 
The gate to Happiness is too “strait” to let in disobedience. 
He must give up wrong doing, and try hard or “ strive” if he 
would enter this “strait” gate. Drill on golden text. 

Here is Willie (a mark or another cut-out picture), and he 
wants to be a wise man, or have knowledge like Edison, about 
whom he has heard his fathertalk so much. Thisshall stand 
for the gate through which he must pass (slip behind the 
door a sheet of paper on which is written the word “ Knowl- 
edge”). Can he enter if he plays in school, and does not 
pay attention to histeacher? No; he must leave these things 
outside, and “ strive,” if he would enter the “ strait gate” of 
Knowledge. “Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” 

This picture (another mark or picture) shall stand for us 
all, and we want to enter the Beautiful City of God that the 
Bible tells us has gates of pearl and streets of gold, and such 
wonderful beauty that “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither bave entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.” While the gates 
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of the city are always open, they are too “strait” for any sin 
to enter. “There shall in no wise enter into it,” etc, That 
shuts us out, unless there is some way for our sins to be blotted 
out or taken from us. (Singing, unannounced, “ Though 
your sins be as scarlet” would add beauty to the lesson.) 
Jesus will forgive when we are willing to give up the wrong 
and seek his forgiveness, Shall we seek itnow? There may 
come a time when it will be too late for ustoenter. “The 
Master of the house” may shut to the door, and leave us out- 
side, but to-day he invites us to enter (“Strive to enter,” etc.). 

Historical Setting. —Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, and 
is met by a man who inquires, “ Lord, are there few that be 
saved?” And he answered, “Strive,” etc. Let us strive to 
enter to-day. (Prayer.) 


Philadelphia. * 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


9 E WENT rtHroves THE Crrres AND VILLAGES.” — 

These words seem to imply that our Lord on this 
journey did not pursue a straight and uninterrupted course 
aloug the highway from Galilee to Jerusalem, but rather 
that he made a leisurely progress towards the Holy City, 
turning aside to visit the various places adjacent to the trav- 
elers’ route. Along the main road were no villages, though 
there were, and are, many little hamlets in the seques- 
tered nooks lying concealed among the tortuous labyrinths 
of the hills and glens of Benjamin and the sequestered dellis 
of Manasseh on the east, and Ephraim on the west, of the 
arterial road. The same word in our New Testament is ren- 
dered indifferently by “town” or “ village,” an unwalled 
place, while “city” implies a place, however small, sur- 
rounded by a wall. Exploration has shown that throughout 
ancient Palestine, before the Roman period, scarcely any 
place capable of a population of five hundred or more was 
without a wall, while isolated dwellings or farmhouses were 
absolutely unknown. It is only in peaceful lands, free from 
fear of invader or robber bands, that men dare to live-in scat- 
tered homesteads. Contrast any landscape of England or 
North America with the clustered villages and wide-stretch- 
ing plains of Central Europe or Western Asia, and we read 
at a glance the story of lands untrodden by hostile armies, 
and of those which have been the battlefields of the nations. 
The positions chosen for cities illustrate the same fact. 
While modern sites are selected for commercial reasons, the 
junctions of traffic routes, or convenience of access, security 
from surprise or difficulty of access explains the choice of 
antiquity. Every hill-top in Ephraim and Benjamin (and 
they are not a few) on the way from the north to Judea is 
crowned by a heap of ruins more or less distinct, with the 
traces of a surrounding wall. These are known as tells, 
meaning “ heaps;” but so universal are these heaps on the 
hill-tops that “tell” has come to be the common name of 
any hill. In the troubles of the dark period of the judges 
“the inhabitants of the villages ceased in Israel,” and for 
centuries they so remained, until Roman rule established 
order everywhere. 


The College, Durham, England. 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


yey Few SAveD? (vs. 22, 23.)\—Whither was Christ 

going? (Luke9: 51.) With what sad prospect? (Luke 
12: 50.) Why did he keep on? How was the question asked 
him a wise one? Why did he not answer it directly ? 

2. Tue Srrart GATE (v. 24).— What does “strait” mean? 
(Matt. 7: 13,14.) Why must the entrance to heaven be a 
narrow one? What must it shut out? (Rev. 22: 14, 15.) 
How do people shut themselves out? How must we strive 
in order to obtain entrance? Why is it worth all possible 
effort ? 

3. Open unto Us (vs. 25, 26).—When only is the door of 
heaven shut against the sinner? Why only? What must 
prompt the cry, “Open unto us,” if it is to be successful ? 
What sort of knowledge of every one must Christ have? 
In what sense will he say to the hardened sinner, “I know 
you not”? How is it possible for one to be much with 
Christ, with religious people and customs, and yet not obtain 
entrance to heaven? 

4. Depart From ME (vs. 27, 28).—What losses are in- 
volved in departure from Christ? What great joy of heaven 
is suggested in verse 28? 

5, From THE East, West, Nortu, Sours (vs. 29, 30).— 
Why are you sure that the number of the redeemed will be 
incalculable? that all nations and races will be represented in 
heaven? How do you know that heaven isa place of great 
activity? Yet what other aspect of it is hinted at in the las: 
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clause of verse 29? What kinds of people, counted first in 
this world, will be last in heaven? What qualities, here 
scorned and slighted, will have chief honor in the next world? 


For the Superintendent 

1, What question was asked Jesus? 2 What did he 
answer about the number who try to enterheaven? 3. What 
keeps people out of heaven? 4. How will they show their 
grief at being shut out? 5. What did Christ say about the 
numbers that would reach heaven? (v. 29.) 6. And about 
their character? 7. And in view of all these things, what 
ought all of us todo? (Golden text.) 


Boston, Mass. 
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Questions to be Answered in Writing 

1. Mention some of the cities referred to in verse 22. 2. 
What is represented by “the narrow door” (Rev. Ver.)? 
3. Whom will Jesus welcome into his kingdom (Matt, 25: 
34-36)? 4. What is it that may keep us outside the door? 
5. What is the meaning of verse 30? 

4@-These questions are given also in The Scholar's Magazine. 
They occupy a full page opposite the lesson to which they refer, and 
blank space is allowed on that page for the written ‘answers. Send 


for free specimen copy to John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


“Come, for the felt is spread.” 

* Late, late, so late.” 

“‘ When thou my righteous Judge shalt come.” 

“ There is a gate that stands ajar.” 

“Strait is the way, the door is strait.” 

“Oh! what shall I do to be saved?” 

“Tt may be at morn, when the day is awaking.” 
* Our Master has taken his journey.” 


ASA 
Lesson Summary 


S THE Lord enters more deeply into his work, its mo- 
mentousness oppresses him the more. As he went 
through cities and villages, and noted the shallowness of 
spiritual thought and inquiry, he was constrained to utter 
most solemn warnings. Not by the popular free-and-easy 
methods could men enter into the kingdom of God. There 
is a strait gate. Striving, not mere seeking, is requisite, and 
time is short. The Master comes to shut the door of oppor- 
tunity. His decisions settle men’s destinies. No pleas or 
pleadings can change his decrees. Separation, weeping, 
gnashing of teeth, perpetual remorse, are the heritage of 
those who trifle now; and the bitterest ingredient in their 
bitter cup will be the fact that it might have been different 
with them, ae with myriads of others from all quarters of the 
globe. 
oN 
Added, Points 

Wide prosecution of Christi \work brings to the surface 
many a shallow question, but alic-4s opportunity for many a 
saving reply. 

Earnest effort to enter a strait gate, rather than careless 
drifting toward nothing in particular, is the true religious 
spirit. 

Not what men wish, bnt what they do, decides human 
destiny. 

“The Lord knoweth them ‘that are his,” and he knows 
them to be his; but others he knows as “ workers of iniquity.” 
How does he know us? 

Banishment from the Lord will be an unspeakable wo; but 
it will be all the sorer in view of innumerable saved ones 
from the very ends of the earth. 


ASA 


The Resurrection of Christ 


(Easter Lesson) 
a 
GoLpEeN Text: He is not here, but is risen. Luke 24: 6. 


Lesson Text 


(Luke 24: 1-12. Memory verses : 6-8.) 


COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 


1 Now upon the first day of the 1 But on the first day of the 
week, very early in the morning, week, at early dawn, they 
they came unto the sepulchre, came unto the tomb, bringing 
bringing the spices which they the spices which they had pre- 
had prepared, and certain others 2 pared. And they found the 
with them. stone rolled away from the 

2 And they found the stone 3tomb. And they entered in, 
rolled away from the sepulchre. and found not the body 'of 

8 And they entered in, and 4 the Lord Jesus. And it came 
found not the body of the Lord to pass, while they were per- 
Jesus. plexed thereabout, behold, 

4 And it came to pass, as they two men stood by them in 
were much perplexed thereabout, 5 dazzling apparel: and as they 


i Some ancient authoritics omit of the Lord Jesus. 


behold, two men stood by them 
in shining garments: 


were affrighted, and howed 
down their faces to the earth, 

5 And as they were afraid, and they said unto them, Why 
bowed down their faces to the seek ye ' the living among the 
earth, they said untothem, Why 6 dead? * He is not here, but 
seek ye the ‘living among the is risen: remember how he 
dead? spake unto you when he was 

6 He is not here, but is risen: 7 yet in Galilee, saying that the 
remember how he spake unto you Son of man must be delivered 
when he was yet in Gal’i-lee, up into the hands of. sinful 

7 Saying, The Son of man must men, and be crucified, and the 
be delivered into the hands of 8 thirddayriseagain. Andthey 
sinful men, and be crucified,and 9 remembered his words, and 
the third day rise again. returned * from the tomb, and 

8. And they remembered his told all these things to the 
words, eleven, and to all the rest. 

9 And returned from thesepul- 10 Now they were Mary Magda- 
chre, and told all these things lene, and Joanna, and Mary 
unto the eleven, and to all the the mother of James: and the 
rest. other women with them told 

10 It was Ma’ry Miag’da-léne, these things unto the apostles, 


and Jo-du’na, and Ma’ry the mother 1+ And these words appeared in ' 


of James, and other women that their sight as idie talk ; and 

were with them, which told these 12 they disbelieved them. *But 

things unto the apostles. Peter arose, and ran unto the 
11 And their words seemed to tomb ; and stooping and look- 

them as idle tales, and they be- ing in, he seeth the linen 

lieved them not. cloths by themselves; and he 
12 Then arose Pé’ter, and ran $ departed to his home, won- 

unto the sepulchre ; and stooping d>oring at that which was come 

down, he beheld the linen to pass. 

clothes laid by themselves, and 

departed, wondering in himself 

at that which was come to pass. 





1 Gr. him that liveth. Some ancient authorities omit He is not here, 
but is risen. *Some ancient authorities omit from the tomb, *Some 
ancient authorities omit ver. 12. 6 Or, departed, wondering with himaeY , 
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Lesson Plan and Analysis 
Lesson Topic: The Accomplished Resurrection. 


1. Events at the Tomb, vs. 1-7. 


OUTLINE : Ke Effect on the Disciples, vs. 8-12. 


Dartty Home REApInos: 
M.—LUKE 24: 1-12. The resurrection of Christ.’ 
T.—John 20 : 11-18. Appearance to Mary. 
W.—1 Cor. 1g: 1-11. Testimony of witnesses. 
T.—1 Cor. 1g : 1a-22. The pledge of future life. 
P.—John 19 : 16-24. Jesus crucified. 
S.—Matt. 27 : 7-66. Vain human efforts. 
'S.—Matt. 28: 1-15. ‘‘ He is risen.” 
(These Home Readings are the selection of the International 
Bible Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson.) 


Oo 
Lesson Analysis 


I. EVENTS AT THE TOMB. 
1. The Coming Disciples : 
At early dawn, they came unto the tomb (1). 


Came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see (Matt. 28 : 1), 
They came to the tomb when the sun was risen (Mark 16 : 2), 


2. The Open Tomb : 
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb (2). 


He rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb (Matt. 27 : 60). 
An angel... came and rolled away the stone (Matt. 28 : 2). 


3- The Missing Body : 
They .. . found not the body of the Lord Jesus ‘3). 


He is not here: behold, the place where they laid him ! (Mark 16:6.) 
They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb (John 20: 2), 


4- The Angelic Attendants : 
Two men stood by them in dazzling apparel (4), 


A young man... arrayed in a white robe (Mark 16 : 5). 
She beholdeth two angels in white (John 20 : 12). 


5- The Angels’ Greeting : 
Why seek ye the living among the dead ? (5.) 


He saith, ... Be not amazed : ye seek Jesus (Mark 16 : 6). 
They say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? (John 20 : 13.) 


6. The Angels’ Testimony : 
He is not here, but is risen (6). 


He is risen (Mark 16 : 6). 
A vision of angels, which said that he was alive (Luke 24 ; 23), 


7. The Angels’ Reminder : 
Remember how he spake unto you (6). 


He is risen, even as he said (Matt. 28 : 6). 
There shall ye see him, as he said uuto you (Mark 16 : 7), 


: II, EFFECTS ON THE DISCIPLES. 
1. Quickened Memory : ; 
They remembered his words (8). 


When Jesus was zlorified, then remembered they (John 12 : 16). 
He shall... bring to your remembrance all that I said (John 14: 26). 


2. Loosened;Tongues : 
They ... returned ... and told all these things (8, 9). 


They . . . ran to bring his disciples word (Matt. 28 : 8). 
They went away and told it unto the rest (Mark 16 : 18). 


3- Momentary Disbelief : 


These words appeared ... as idle talk; and they disbelieved 
them (11). 


Foe, ween they heard that he was alive, ... disbelieved (Mark 
6:11). 

They still disbelieved for joy, and wondered (Luke 24 : 41). 

4- Dawning Confidence : 


He departed, ... wondering at that which was come to pass (12). 


They came. .. . and worshipped him (Matt. 28 : 9). 
= —- therefore wére glad, when they saw the Lord (John 
20 : 20). 


ee 
Verse 1.—‘‘ At early dawn, they came unto the tomb.” (1) A 
devout company ; (2) A holy mission ; (3) An early start ; (4) Asplen- 


did discovery 

Verses 2, 3.—* They found the stone rolled away... . Thev found 
not_the boy,” 11) The two discoveries ; (2) The varinnt «motions; 
(8) The combined evidence ; (4) The resultant conclusion. 
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Verse 4.—‘‘Two men stood by them in dazzling apparel.’ (1) 
Ministering angels; (2) Needy mortals; (3) Precious communications. 

Verse 6.—‘* He is not here, but is risen.’ (1) What is implied ; (2) 
What is denied ; (3) What is affirmed. 

Verse 8.—** They remembered hix words.”’ (1) The wordsof Jesus; 
(2) Te memory of man ; (3) The blessedness of remembering. 

Verse 11.—‘*These words appeared in their sight. as idle talk.’ 
(1) Momentous words; (2) Gross misapprehensions ; (8) Serious loss. 
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Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Lesson Surroundings 


NTECEDENT Events.—Our Lord had died on Friday 
afternoon; that evening his body was taken down from 
the cross, hastily embalmed by Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus, and laid in a new tomb belonging to the former, 
situated in a garden not far from Golgotha. Mary Magda- 
lene and the other Mary (mother of James the Less) sat 
watching at the tomb. On the sabbath a watch was placed 
at the tomb by the Jewish rulers, The women, probably on 
the evening of Saturday, prepared spices, and early the next 
morning came to the tomb. 

The various accounts are best harmonized by assuming two 
parties of women (see on v.10). On this view, the lesson 
refers to the larger body of women, and a number of events 
recorded by the other evangelists preceded the arrival of 
these women at the tomb (v. 1),—namely, the three women, 
Mary Magdalene, the other Mary, and Salome, go first to the 
tomb (Matthew, Mark); Mary Magdalene goes back, and 
meets Peter and John, who go to the tomb and look in 
(John) ; she returns alone, and Jesus appears to her (John) ; 
meanwhile the other Mary and Salome, who had gone to meet 
the other women, return with them, and all go to the tomb, 
as the lesson states, 

Piace.—On the way from Jerusalem to the tomb at Gol- 
gotha; at the tomb, and in the city. The traditional site is 
at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher; a more probable one 
is near the cave of Jeremiah, north of the Damascus gate. 

Time.—Early in the morning of April 9, the first day of 
the week, being the 17th of Nisan, year of Rome 783,—that 
is, A. D. 30, in the thirty-fourth year after the actual birth of 
Christ. 

Persons.—A number of Galilean women, among them 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, the wife of Chuza; Herod’s steward, 
and Mary the mother of James; Peter, and the other apos- 
tles; two “ men,” evidently angels (comp. v. 23). 


PARALLEL PassaGEs.—Matthew 28 : 1-8; Mark 16 : 1-8; 


John 20 : 1-18, though the last passage is not strictly parallel. 
OW 


Critical Notes 


Verse 1.—The Revised Version properly makes the para- 
graph begin with the Jast clause of chapter 23 : 56, “ And on 
the sabbath day they rested according to the commandment.” 
This is required by the Greek, which has a word to which 
“but” in this verse corresponds.—But on the first day of the 
week: On this point all the accounts agree.—At early dawn: 
More literal than “very early in the morning.” The other 
accounts agree with this, thongh Mark probably refers to the 
time of arriving at the tomb, “ when the sur was risen.” — 
Bringing the spices which they had prepared: See chapter 23: 
56. Mark 16:1 implies that these spices had been bought 
on Saturday evening, and the language of Luke does not for- 
bid this, since the last clause of chapter 23 : 56 begins a new 
topic. “They” refers to all the Galilean women spoken of 
in chapter 23 : 55, not exclusively to the three mentioned by 
Matthew. As this was not understood, the clause “ and cer- 
tain others with them” was inserted. It is not found in the 
best authorities. 

Verse 2.— And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb: 
All four aecounts tell that the stone had been rolled away, 
though only Matthew and Mark speak of its having been 
placed there. Whether there were one or two parties of 
women, this fact would be perceived bv all who came. 

Verse 3.—And they entered in: Evidently the tomb was of 
great size. On the view that there were two parties of women, 
this was not the entrance spoken of in Matthew or John, but 
that mentioned in Mark 16:5. Two women hai already 
entered, and afterwards Mary Magdalene; probably Peter and 
John had been there. By distinguishing in this way, the 
details present no real discrepancy.— Found not the body of the 
Lord Jesus: This was the main fact, as indicated in all the 
accounts, whatever the number of visits may have been. The 
reading noticed in the margin of the Revised Version is that 
of an early Greek manuscript and several Latin ones. 

Verse 4.— Perplexed thereabout: As was natural. They had 
come to anoint the body, and found it was gone. Even if 
they had some hope of the Lord’s reappearance, there was as 
yet nothing to encourage that hope.— Two men stood by them: 
Angels, as all the other accounts suggest (comp. v. 23). Itis 
not certain whether this occurred in-ide or outside of the 
tomb. Mark (Mark 16: 5) «peaks of “a young man sitting 
en the right side.” While “stood by them” does not neces 
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sarily mean more than to appear close to them (see chap. 2: 
9), it may imply a standing position, and be referred to an- 
other appearance of angels than that spoken of by Mark.— 
In dazzling apparel: More exact than “shining garments.” 
The phrase is peculiar to Luke, suggesting a brightness like 
lightning. Several angelic appearances seem to be indicated 
in the various accounts, and at such atime the presence of 
many angels may be regarded as probable. 

Verse 5.— Bowed down their faces to the earth: In fear and 
wonder. This clause is peculiar to Luke, but compare Mark 
16 : 8.— Why seek ye the living among the dead # “‘ The living” 
is in the singular,—“ him that liveth.” They were looking 
in the place where the dead were laid for One who was living. 
The accounts of Matthew and Mark .refer to Jesus as the 
crucified one. ; 

Verse 6.—He is not here, but is risen: Compare the similar 
announcements in Matthew 28 : 6; Mark 16: 6, though these 
may have been spoken on different occasions. The margin of 
the Revised Version refers to the same authorities mentioned in 
the note on verse 3.—Remember : It appears from verse 9 that 
they had forgotten.— How he spake unto you when he was yet in 
Galilee : These were Galilean women, and possibly had been 
present when our Lord had predicted his resurrection (comp. 
chap. 9 : 22; 18: 32, 33). At all events, they must have 
heard of the prediction. The angelic announcements in 
Matthew and Mark, referring to a return to Galilee, where 
the Lord would appear, were probably spoken before and 
after the saying in this verse: the former to the two women 
who first came to the tomb; the latter, at the close of this 
announcement. 

Verse 7.—The Son of man: This expression our Lord uses 
of himself, and it is not applied to him by the disciples, 
Here it occurs in a citation of his own prediction.— The third 
day rise again: Compare the specific prophecies on this point 
referred to above. 

Verse 8.—And they remembered his words: This, too, was 
natural, The various accounts give evidence of truthfulness 
in their vivid portrayal of the feelings of the witnesses to the 
resurrection. 

Verse 9.—Returned from the tomb: The margin of the 
Revised Version is more curious than important. The 
phrase “from the omb” is not found in the Latin Vulgate, 
and is omitted by one Latin Father.—Told all these things to 
the eleven: According to Matthew, the Lord himself appeared 
to the women as they were returning (Matt. 28:9). Luke 
makes no reference to this, either here or in the report of 
the women’s return in verses 22 and 23. It is usual to 
account for this by supposing that the details were learned 
from one of the disciples spoken of in verses 13-35, who had 
left Jerusalem before learning of this appearance.—And to 
all the rest: Peculiar to Luke. On the view just suggested, 
this would include the disciples who went to Emmaus, and 
vividly portrays the events as they came before his mind. 
In Mark the doubt and fear of the women is emphasized ; 
here, their obedience to the command of the angel. The 
two accounts do not contradict, but complement, each other. 

Verse 10.—Now they were Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and 
Mary the mother of James: Nearly all the more ancient Greek 
manuscripts omit the relative pronoun in the next clause. 
This changes the construction of the verse, and distinguishes 
the women into two parties. These three were the promi- 
nent persons. Mary Magdalene and Joanna are spoken of in 
chapter 8 : 2, 3. The other Mary is mentioned by both 
Matthew and Mark as present at the sepulcher. It is held 
by many that she was the sister of our Lord’s mother (John 
19 : 25), but that phrase probably refers to Salome.—And the 
other women with them told these things unto the apostles: The 
verse suggests that the tidings were given by different per- 
sons at different times. It is plain from John 20: 2 that 
Mary Magdalene told Peter and John quite early. 

Verse 11.—These words : Or, “sayings.” —Appeared in their 
sight: A stronger expression than “seemed to them.”—As 
idle talk : Mere gossip and superstitious surmise.—Disbelieved 
them: This is more literal than “ believed them not.” The 
tense points to continued disbelief. Tiis verse also implies 
that the reports were made by different persons. The whole 
narrative is a vivid picture of the tumult of excitement and 
doubt that prevailed. 

Verse 12.—But ‘Peter arose: Not “then,” which Would 
imply that this occurred after what was just stated. Proba- 
bly it took place earlier (comp. John 20 : 2-10), and Luke’s 
habit as a narrator favors this view. Thjs verse is omitted 
in one Greek manuseript and in a few Latin ones, It is 
unlikely that it was inserted to conform to John’s account, 
since in that case there would have been some reference to 
John. In other respects the details correspond with those 
mentioned in John 20 : 5-10.—Departed to his home: The 
margin of the Revised Version gives another rendering, 
“Departed, wondering with himself,” which is grammati- 
cally possible, but the other meaning is more probable. The 
minor differences of the four accounts furnish a strong proof 
of truthfulness. On!y several eyewitnesses could- have sup- 
plied reports so closely agreeing in regard to the main facts, 
and yet so full of peculiar details, 
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Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, LL.D. 


Glad Easter 


FTER darkness, dawn; after weeping for a night, the 

joy of the morning; after death, life. The denizens 

of this world are apt to reverse it and put all the nights, 

sorrows, and deaths, last and final. . Not so the denizens of the 

the skies or the candidates therefor. At evening time it shall 

be light; day, not night, is final. The returnersto Zion have 

everlasting joy, not sorrow, on their heads, The last thing 

about Christ is not death and the grave, but resurrection, 
ascension, and glory. 

Nearly two thousand Easter mornings have flooded the 
world with glory, and each one has taken something from 
the gloom and terror and fear of death. More and more men 
are saying, “Since Jesus has lain there, I dread not the tomb.” 

1, In his resurrection Christ fulfilled his own prophecy 
made in proof of his divinity. 

2. He illustrated life and immortality, showed what it 
was and could do. The dumb hungers and blind yearnings 
for continuous life felt in all the ages are shown to be desires 
implanted by God. He meets all the instincts of all the 
creatures he has made. No water-fowl wishes to fly south- 
ward without finding a southward nest among the reeds to 
fly to. No soul yearns for a heaven of eternal rest, an 
exuberance of life that will never weary, without there 
being such a heaven and fulness of life provided. 

3. New meaning was put into Christ’s words. He had said 
distinctly, “ After three days I will rise again.” But no man 
believed it. It wastoo large for man’s experience, compre- 
hension, or hope. But being fulfilled, “they remembered 
his words.” This fact puts a new possibility of faith and 
expectation into every word and doing of God too great to 
be as yet perceived. 

4. The world took a great leap upward from the moment 
Christ rose. Its gloom was lifted, its horizons widened, its 
dome spanned infinity, its life filled itall. Uncertainty died 
out, certainty took its place. The natural, great as it is, was 
utterly overpassed. The supernal became supreme. 

University Park, Colo. 
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Illustrative Applications 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


O* THE first day of the week, at early dawn, they came unto 

the tomb, bringing the spices which they had prepared (v. 1). 
How much keener we are to do for the dead than for the liv- 
ing! It may not be easy to find those who will watch with the 
troubled sufferer in the hour of his personal struggles ; but 
there are always those who are ready to show their sorrow 
over the dead when it is too late to do anything more. It is 
a good spirit that shows itself in bringing fragrant flowers to 
a coffin or a tomb; but it is not well to wait until after the 
death of our dear ones for the manifesting of such a spirit 
toward them. 

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb (v. 2). God 
works with those whom love leads, He goes before them in 
their kindly purposes, and they find the way made ready by 
him beyond their expectations. Even the closed tomb is no 
barrier to his power in our behalf, or in behalf of those whom 
we love. Looking ahead in the path of duty, we may think 
that there is sure to bea great stone athwart that path, which 
we shall be unable to remove or to pass; but if we press on 
under the promptings of love, as God shows the way, we shall 
see that the great stone has been rolled away by superhuman 
hands. 

Why seek ye the living among the dead? (v.5.) That ques- 
tion of the angels to the women is a pertinent question to 
Christian disciples everywhere to-day. Why do you think 
of those who are with the risen Christ as if they were among 
the dead, where their bodies were tenderly laidaway? Why 
do you have them in mind, or speak of them, as if they were 
no longer alive? Do you really believe in the deathlessness 
of those who are one with Christ? If not, why not? If so, 
why do not yourspeech and manner give indication of the 
fact ? 

Remember how he spake unto you.... And they remembered 
his words (vs. 6-8). Forgotten wofds come back with fresh 
meaning when circumstances have changed and we have 
made progress in knowledge and character. How often we 
recall something that was said-to us by father or mother or 
friend in the long ago,—something that made no special 
impression on us at the time of its saying, but which stands 
out now in letters of living light, for which we are grateful 
unspeakably! There ought to be comfort to us in this 
thought, as we speak earnestly to those whom we love, when 
our words seem to be unheeded or unheard. Just so far as 
we have the spirit of Christ in our speaking,,are our w: ris 
likely to be remembered, by and by, by those who allow them 
to pass without a thought at the present. 

These words appeared in their sight us idle tulk ; and they dis- 
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belirved them (v.11). Great truths do not always commend 
themselves at once to the popular mind. Disbelief and sneers 
have met many a new discovery in the realm of science, and 
many @ new stage in religious progress. He who has knowl- 
edge or experience of his own that is convincing to himself, 
must not be disheartened because his fellows are unwilling to 
accept it, No man is capable of being a leader, or is worthy 
of receiving fresh light from the Source of all truth, who is 
not willing to be laughed at and despised for holding true 
that which the world will yet be glad to rejoice in. 


Philadelphia. 
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Blackboard Hints 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 





HE IS NOT HERE. 


PICES FORGOTTEN. 
THE \\TONE ROLLED AWAY, 
EPULCHER EMPTY. 








HE IS RISEN. 











TOO GOOD TO*BE TRUE. 


| 

| PERPLEXED WOMEN. 

| DOUBTING DISCIPLES. 

| WONDERING PETER, 
| 
| 








O YE OF LITTLE FAITH ! 








~ Trenton, N. J. 
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Hints for Lesson-Hymns 
* Angels, roll the rock away.” 

“Christ, the Lord, is risen to-day.” 

“ The Lord is risen indeed.” 

“ Rise, glorious conqueror, rise.”’ 

** Till he'come.,”’ 

**O weary pilgrim, lift your head.” 

“* Low in the grave he lay.” 

‘On the resurrection morning.” 


ASS . S 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By the Rev. William Ewing 


N THE Frast Day or tHe WEEK.”—Very early the 
Jews recognized the first day of the week as the Sab- 


bath of the Christians, and on that day pious Israelites held | 


themselves forbidden to do business or have any dealings 
with the followers of the Nazarene. Some, more strict and 
jealous for the honor of Judaism, taught that it was an offense 
to have dealings with Christians on the first day of the week, 
and also on three days before and three days after. 

“ BRINGING THE Spices.”—The “ spices” consisted of 
myrrh and aloes, with which the winding-sheet was freely 
sprinkled, in ‘accordance with the custom of the times. To 
spend largely upon the trappings of the dead and the pomp 
of funeral, had come to be regarded as in some sense a 
measure of the affection borne for the departed, and the grief 
felt at his loss. It was a frequent practice, not only to put 
spices around the body, but also to burn them at the grave. 
Money and other valuables were also often laid in the tomb. 
But this led to a spirit of emulation, in the indulgence of 
which the poor suffered heavily. Reform in this matter was 
begun by Kabbi Gamaliel, who, in protest, ordered that his 
body should be buried in simple linen garments. His grand- 
son carried it farther by prescribing a single dress of cheap 
stuff, and Jewish burial in Palestine to-day is conducted in 
a very simple and inexpensive fashion. 


Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 
Kr 
Lesson Summary 


HAT long dark day which followed the Lord’s death was 
over, and the next dawn drew near. With no hope of 

a glad surprise, but simply to do the last sad rites for the 
loved Jesus, a group of women approached the tomb. The 
thought of the great stone at the door oppressed them. How 
could it be rolled away? Then comes a series of surprises, 
The stone is already rolled away; the Lord’s body is gone; 
two shining ones suddenly appeat ; they question the women, 
but their question discloses the fact that Jesus lives; they 
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affirm that he is risen; they recall his own assurances that 
he would rise the third day; then the amazed disciples “ re- 
membered his words.” Return to the city, telling “the 
eleven, and all the rest,” disbelief from excess of joy, further 
investigation, additional confirmation, and finally full belief, 
follow rapidly, and joyously inaugurate the first Easter. 


= 
Added Points 


How many blessings come to the early seekers! To seek 
at any time is good, but to seek early is better and best. 

God delights to surprise his people. He rolls away many 
a dreaded stone before they stand in its presence. 

Angels are ever ready to do their work of ministry to heirs 
of salvation. Joy, not fear, should be their greeting. 

What a pity that men forget so much the Lord has said, 
or, if they remember, that remembrance comes so slowly that 
half their blessedness has vanished! 

Go and tell it. Pass along the good news. Many mourn 
for the want of it. Many will act on the possession of it. 
Tell the glad tidings. 


KSA 


International Primary Lessons 


(OPTIONAL) 


List for Second Quarter 


1. God’s Care for All_ Psa. 145 : 9-16 ; 65: 9-13; Matt. 
Golden Text. Praise the Lord for his goodness, ard for Sis ee otertal 
works to the children of men. Psa, I 


ert Gop's CaRE FoR Us. Matt. y ‘nels Psa. 23; Phil. 4 : 6, 19; 
et. 5 


Golden Text. Your _begventy Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things. Matt. 6 : 32. 


3. THE STORY OF At orl 1 Kings 17: : 
Golden Tert. Seek ye the en of god: and all these things shall 
be added unto you. Luke 12 


4. THE TEN cateteciieen Exod. 20: 1-17; Deut, 5 : 6-21 

Golden Text. Thy — have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee. Psa. 119 

5. THe Law or Love. Matt. 22 : 35-40; John 13 : 34, 35; John 14: 


Golden Text. If ye love me, keep my a John 14: 15. 


6. DAVID AND JONATHAN. 1Sam.20; 2Sam, | : 26, 
Golden Text. Greater love a— = man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. J6hn 1 


7. GREAT PROMISES. Gen. hf sae Matt. 1:21; pone 3: 16, 36. 
Golden Text. He is faithful that promised. Heb. 10 : 28, 


8. OTHER PRECIOUS PROMISES. Psa. 34:37; rt an 15; Matt. 6 : 33; 
11 : 28-40; John 11 : 25, 26; 14: 1-3; Heb. 13: 5. 

Golden Text. What he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
Rom, 4; 21. 


9. PRAYER—ASKING Gop. Matt. 7:611; Luke 7: 1-10; 11 : 1-13; 
Acts 16 : 25-34 


Golden Text. Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find, 
Matt. 7 : 7. 


10. THE pmevine DANIEL. Dan. 2: 17-23; 6: 10-23. 

Golden Text. hy Father which ak in secret shall reward thee 
openly. 6; rn 

11, THANKING Gop. Psa. 34: 1-15; Psa. 148; Eph. 5: 19, 20; Phil, 


‘Golden Text. Be thankful unto him, and bless his —_— Psa. 100 : 4, 
12, DAVID PRAISING Gop. 2S8am.7; Psa. 188; Psa. 1 


Golden Text. Every day i I bless thee ; and I will prates thy name 
for ever and ever. Psa. 145: 


13. REVIEW. 


Golden Tert. All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints 
shall bless thee. Psa. 145 ; 10, 
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God’s Care for All 


Lesson for April 5 
By Julia E. Peck 


HE first lesson of a new quarter is always the mest diffi- 

cult to prepare, for several reasons. First, because it 

must hold for the children an introduction to the three- 

months’ course,—a leading thought, which can be continued 

from week to week, reaching its climax in Lesson 13. 

Second, because the teacher must include in her preparation 
her plan of action for the quarter. 

For these reasons we study all the topics and texts to get 
hold of the leading thoughts for the course, to outline or dia- 
gram our plan, as well as to decide exactly what we purpose 
to accomplish for these children. 

We note first, in our preparation, the deductive steps of 
our lesson subjects, which proceed from the general to the 
special, as, for instance, “ God’s Care for All,” “ God’s Care 
for Us.” 

The Old Testament topics, we see at a glance, are not to be 
taught chronologically, but are given us for purposes of illus- 
tration, to be used in connection with preceding themes. 
Those stories chosen we note, too, are strikingly picturesque, 
and especially interesting to children. We may classify our 
subjects under three headings,—“ Praise,” “ Promise,” and 
“ Prayer,” though we have a little variation in Lessons 4 
and 5. 

In order to teach with a definite purpose, we decide that, 
asa result of these lessons, we hope and plan that our chil- 
dren shall acquire habits of prayer, learn to praise God, not 
only in song and prayer but in daily living, and memorize 
many of the texts concerning God’s promises. 

To accomplish this, we will give the children something 
to arouse an impulse to action, and guard against giving 
them statements of virtue to memorize, for the memory of 
mere statements will never arouse children to active service, 


To begin with Lesson 1 


God takes care of every one in the whole world, The 
children, in their baby geography lessons at schoul, have 





187 
recently. learned about the children of “far-away lands.” 
The illustrated books on these subjects now in use are espe- 
olay attractive, picturing the home life of these little 

* strangers,” 

This gives us a starting-point in teaching our golden text, 
God’s goodness, his wonderful works to the children of men. 

God made those other countries, which are far away from 
here, where children live who Allow the class to fill 
this out by telling what they have learned of the home life, 
the habits, and customs of these families; and let them de- 
scribe, if they like, plants, animals, and trees which our 
Father made, and gave to “ these other children.” 

We call these children “little strangers.” God calls them 
his own. That makes them our brothers and sisters. 

God never leaves them night or day, but cares for them as 
he cares for us, Teach, God is with them, God is with us, 
God is everywhere. Teachers who make it a point never to 
miss an opportunity for a missionary lesson, have one here, 
starting from this point: Many of these little strangers never 
heard the name of God. 

In speaking of God’s care over all the living creatures he 
hes made, the children go back to their lesson upon the crea- 
tion, and tell of the homes God gave to the birds and beasts, 
which he made for the use and enjoyment of his children. 
Our golden text speaks of God’s wonderful works, for which 
we are to give thanks and praise him. 

The children, still remembering their creation lesson, may 
name wonders so great that we cannot measure them ; others 
so small we cannot see them; and the children who have ex- 
amined under a microscope at school “the tiny animals 
which live in a drop of water,” have here much to tell. 

After bringing out the thought, God never grows careless, 
or forgets anything he has made, in connection with the text, 
“ He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the god, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust,” bring out the 
thought, God’s work is perfect; then, God’s sun shines on 
the tiny creatures in the drop of water, on the strange chil- 
dren in the distant lands, and upon us, keeping all alive. 

What shall we say to thank him? (Prayer.) 

What shall we do to thank him? Ask suggestions from 

the children, 





Application 
Our smallest, lightest task we will try to make perfect, and 
with this teach, “ Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect.” 
Northampton, Mass. 





Easter in the Sunday-School 


NQUIRY among Sunday-schools that are recognized 
as strong and progressive shows a wide variation in 


Easter methods. Special morning or evening services in 
the church often take the attention of the congregation 
as well as the workers. Frequently, too, the Easter con- 
gregational services are adapted to interest the Sunday- 
school, with a sermon to children, or concert exercises 
for young people. 


In many such instances Easter exercises in the Sun- 


day-school hour are of a simple nature, with no inter- 
ference in the regular lesson-study, whether it be an 
Easter lesson or not. A prominent Baptist superinten- 
dent in Brooklyn says that his school has been accus- 
tomed to observe the day with “ nothing more than the 
singing of Easter hymns and reading the Easterstory.” A 
Congregational superintendent in eastern Massachusetts 
answers: ‘‘ To tell the truth, we have not done much, of 
late, toward celebrating Easter in our Sunday-school. 
Concerts and the like are to me a necessary evil, to 

used as infrequently as possible. So, if we celebrate 
Christmas and the children’s festival in June, we think 
we are doing well.” Dean Hodges also witnesses for 
the Protestant Episcopal Sunday-schools, replying : 
“The usual thing is an adaptation of the Prayer Book 
service, with carols in place of the chants, and one lesson 
instead of two. I should say that nine-tenths of the 
children’s Easter services were after this manner.” For 
example, a program used in theCalvary Protestant Episco- 
pal Sunday-school of Pittsburg began with a processional 
hymn (“ Hark, the Sound of Holy Voices”), followed 


by the Lord’s Prayer and Versicles; the Psalter (Psalm. 


24); a Gloria Patri; the lesson of the day; a carol 
(“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”); the Creed and prayers; a 
carol (‘Ere yet the Gray of Easter Day”); an address; 
a carol (‘ Merrily the Easter Bells ’); a second address; 
a carol hy the infant school (“Praise to thee, our 
Father”); missionary cfferings; a carol (‘‘ Beyond the 
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Starry Skies”); closing prayers, and a recessional hyma 
(* Welcome, Happy Morning”). 

Although many superintendents and schools are thus 
contented with simple exercises, using the songs in their 
hymn-books and any easily prepared home-made pro- 
gram, on the other hand, inany prefer more elaborate 
services. The numberless printed exercises of the pub- 
lishing houses afford easy choices, with their new carols, 
varied responsive readings, suggestions of floral offerings 
and symbols, or dialogues and recitations. Others, 
again, use elaborate home-made exercises, In the First 
Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school of Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania, it is customary to hold the annual mis- 
sionary meeting of the school on Easter Sunday after- 
noon, in the church auditorium, A complete printed 
exercise is prepared for each year, special provision 
being made for the “ missionary collections by classes.” 
The time of the offering of each class is designated on 
the program, as well as the Scripture responses by 
departments and classes. The songs, responses, and 
prayers have an Easter character. The superintendent, 
George 8. Bennett, conducts the service. Additional 
variety is given by short addresses or recitations on mis- 
sions, and special music by choir or orchestra. A report 
of the missionary offerings is made before the exercises 
close. 

Of Bethany Congregational Sunday-school, New York, 
the superintendent, Silas H. Paine, says: “ Perhaps we 
are a little old-fashioned. We use the Easter festival to 
refresh our own minds and the minds of the children on 
the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ as a historical 
fact, foretold as something which should take place, 
described as something which had taken place, and the 
importance of this historical fact to us in these later 
days. We think this event very nearly basic in the 
Christian religion, and so, without much change in the 
program, we come back to it on Easter day every year.” 

Two services, made up wholly of Scripture passages 
compiled and arranged by Mr. Paine, have been in alter- 
nate use for the past five or six years. One of these 
exercises begins with several questions by the superin- 
tendent, wit answers by the school in Scripture quota- 
tions, as: What great event in the life of Christ do we 
celebrate to-day? (Answer from 1 Cor.45;: 3,4) Was 
the resurrection of Christ foretold? and what did David 
say? (Answer, Psa. 16: 8-10.) Did Jesus himself speak 
of it before his death? (Answer, Matt. 16 : 21; 17 ; 22, 
23; 20: 17-19.) Then comes the Story of the Resurrec- 
tion, compiled by the superintendent “ from all four of 
the Gospels, using nothing but the exact words of Scrip- 
ture, the reading of which in unison, last year,” by this 
school of a thousand members, “ was very impressive.” 
Following are concluding questions with Scripture an- 
swers: What does Paul say about this? (Answer, 1 Cor. 
15: 4-8.) What does the resurrection of Christ mean to 
us? (Answer, by the school, 1 Cor, 15: 17-20; by the 
pastor, 1 Cor. 15 : 51-54; by the school, 1 Pet. 1: 8, 4; 
and by the superintendent, 1 Cor. 15: 58.) Interspersed 
are songs by the school, the church cboir, and by the 
primary and infant departments, Mr, Paine’s harmony 
from the Gospels is in these words: 


THE STORY OF THE RESURRECTION. 


Supt.: Does the Bible tell the story of his resurrection ? 

School: Yes. It was written by four different men,—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. 

Supt. : Let us read the story together as these men told it. 

S-hool;: Now, upon the first day of the week very early in 
the morning, came Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, to see the sepulcher, bringing spices which 
they had prepared. And they said among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulcher ? 
And when they looked they saw that the stone was rolled away, 
for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His coun- 
tenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow. 
Ani they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus, 
And it came to pass as they were much perplexed thereabout, 
behold two men stood by them in shining garments, And as 
they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said 
unto them: Be notaffrighted; ye seek Jesus of Nazareth which 
was crucified. Why seek ye the living among the dead? He 
is not here. He is risen as he said. Come sce the place where 
the Lord lay. Remember how he spake unto you, when he 
was yet in Galilee, saying: The Son of man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and the third day 
rise again. And they remembered his words, and returned 
from the sepulcher and told all these things unto the eleven 
‘and to all the rest. 

(Hymn.) 

Supt.: Let us finish the story. 

School: And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and 
they believed them not. Peter therefore went forth and that 
other disciple, and came to the sepulcher. So they both ran 
together, and the other disciple did outrun Peter and came first 
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to the sepu'cher. And he stooping down and locking in saw 
the linen clothes lying. Yet went he not in. Then cometh 
Peter following him and went into the sepulcher and seeth the 
linen clothes lie, and the napkin that was about his head, not 
lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place 
by itself. Then went in also that other disciple which came 
first to the sepulcher, and he saw and believed. Then the dis- 
ciples went away again to their own home. 


(Hymn.) 
Supt.: Did any one see Jesus after he had risen from the 
dead ? 
School: Now when Jesus was risen, early the first day of the 


week he appeared first to Mary Magdalene out of whom he had 
cast seven devils. After that he appeared in another form unto 
two of them as they walked and went into the country. After- 
ward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and after 
these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the 
Sea of Tiberias. 


Diagrams, blackboard exercises, Easter gifts of books, 
cards or flowers, and other special devices, have been 
used with success, Frequently the teachers have given 
their scholars, during the preceding fall or winter, bulbs 
for spring blooming, especially Easter lilies. Others, at 
Easter, give packages of seeds for sowing in the flower- 
garden, with the expectation that their blossoming may 
be seen at Children’s Day in June. In the Nostrand 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school of Brooklyn, 
on two or three Easter occasions, the superintendent, 
R. G. Davisson, has distributed several hundred potted 
roses, one to each member. ‘The service was very 
pleasant, and everybody enjoyed it. Big and little, 
grown-up men and women, boys and girls,—all seemed 
pleased to get the roses. Sick and absent teachers were 
especialiy remembered, and a pot was sent to each.” 

Confessing Christ makes a glad Easter. in the Grace 
Baptist Temple of Philadelphia, and in many other 
churches, this is kept before the congregation andSun- 
day-school, resulting in a joyful ingathering of new 
members on Easter Sunday. So, in*the February num- 
ber of the church paper of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, Rochester, New York, there is this conspicuous 
question : 

Is Easter-tide to be a happy time for you because you have 
accepted Christ between this time and that ? 





The Sunday School Times stands ready 
to supply its readers with any books that 
they may desire to purchase. This offer 
is not restricted to such books as are noticed 
in these columns, but applies to all proper 
books, religious or secular, old or new, and 
by whomsoever published. An order fora 
book should be addressed to Book Depart- 
ment of The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
should contain, in clear writing, the book’s 
full title, name of author, and publisher, 
if possible. Enclosed with the order should 
be the amount necessary to cover the publish- 
ers’ advertised price, if known. No charge 
will be made for postage or delivery. 
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Childhood.* 


LTHOUGH child study has come to be a popular 
craze, productive of an imthense amount of re- 

hash literature, there is also commendable progress 
making in the serious scientific study of the subject, 
which is begetting its own literature of high permanent 
value. This has reached out to the domain of pure 
literature in its investigation, and now invades the field 
of folk-lore and primitive culture in the work of Dr. 
A. F. Chamberlain. His volume, The Child and Child- 
hood in Folk-Thought, is a remarkable collection of 
sentiments, superstitions, and sayings ; of aspects of the 
child’s relation to his environments in the home, in 
society, and in external nature; and of the child’s re 
sources, attitudes, and possibilities,—drawn from the 
literature and folk-traditions of many nations and in 





*The Child and sg re in Folk-Thought. 
Francis Chamberlnin, M.A., Ph. D. 
Macmillan & Co. $8, 

Studies of Childhood. By James Sully, M.A., LL.D. 8vo, pp. vili, 
527. New York: D. Appleton & Co, $2.50. 


By Alexander 
8vo, pp. x, 464. New York 
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many languages. A# an attempt “to indicate some of 
the child-activities among primitive peoples, and to 
point out in some respects their survivals in the social 
institutions and culture movements of to-day,” the book 
shows elaborate and painstaking research. But the dif- 
ficult process of winnowing is as cleverly evidenced as 
the comprehensive gathering. No one could have done 
this work without a live and profound sympathy with 
the many issues which are more or Jess obviously in- 
volved in the general theme. The book is one of those 
compilations which cannot be performed by a mere 
compiler, and, if it prove entertaining to the ordinary 
reader, it must also prove a valuable resource for the 
child-lover and the anthropologist. 

Of a very different character from Dr. Chamberlain’s 
book is Professor Sully’s Studies of Childhood. It is not 
alone among the scientific that this author is in high 
repute, but his power of making himself intelligible to 
the unscientific yet thoughtful reader has given him a 
reputation of a more popular sort than some of his pro- 
fessional brethren have. The chapters of this book are 
substantially a reissue of various magazine articles, and 
as such their collection in a volume will be of value to 
many who may have treasured portions of them as they 
appeared originally or were quoted in eclectic prints. 
Professor Sully is remarkable for his all-round view. He 
has that rare balance which makes science of common 
sense and common sense of science. He has that ju- 
dicial faculty which leads him to accept all testimony 
for exactly what it is worth, and no more. He is at 
once cautious in accepting popular testimony as evi- 
dence, and yet liberal in his attitude toward all observers 
and reporters. He does not hesitate to concede the 
necessity of a certain power of sympathetic “divination ” 
in reading the child, as over against mere material, 
instrumental, and mathematical investigation. Professor 
Sully not only loves his science, but he loves the subject 
of it—the child. Nor does he disdain the practical out- 
come or utilitarian aspect of child study. As is to be 
expected of any expert in mental philosophy, the author 
has a firm hdid on his discussion of the child’s “ dawn of 
reason,” his imagination, and the like. But he also dis- 
cusses the infant as linguist, as artist, as draughtsman. 
The volume closes with a chapter of extracts from a 
father’s diary, and with one on George Sand’s childhood. 
The student of child nature from any point of view can- 
not fail to find in Professor Sully’s book a permanently 
valuable addition to the literature of the subject. 

CAS 
New Testament Hours. By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 
Vol. I1i—The Apostles: Their Lives and Letters. A.D. 
55 to A. D. 64, with the Epistles to the Galatians, First and 
Second Corinthians, Romans, Colossians, Philemon, Ephe- 
sians, Philippians, First and Second Timothy, and Titus, 


(12mo, illustrated, pp. xii, 616. New York: James Pott 
& Co. $1.50.) 


This “ old-fashioned titlepage, such as presents a tabu- 
lar view of the volume’s contents,” belongs to the third 
in Dr. Geikie’s New Testament Hours,—the second in 
treatment of the apostles. It covers the concluding half 
of the ministry of the Apostle Paul. Readers of The 
Sunday School Times are familiar with the methods of 
popular and picturesque expansion, by which Dr. Geikie 
has made himself the most popular of living writers on 
the Scriptures. He holds the place once held by Albert 
Barnes, with more literary skill, far more familiarity with 
the historic background of the story, but with the same 
instinctive perception of what the people need. He goes 
down into no depths, and scales no heights. He aims 
at no microscopic study of the text; but he furnishes his 
readers with a clearly put and entirely intelligible guide- 
book for the study of the world embraced within the 
covers of the English Bible. He writes of the scenery 
of that world the more intelligibly because he has mas- 
tered its geological structure. It is not because he does 
not know the niceties of scholarship and of theology that 
he spends no time on them, but because of his sense of 
the fit and needful. -Nor is he anywhere more at home 
than in setting forth the career of the Apostle whose 
intense individuality, personal nbility, and width of 
vision, place him next to our Lord in the interest his 
personality has possessed for every later age of the Church. 
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An Accoune of Palmyra and Zenobia; With Travels and 
Adventures in Bashan and the Desert. By Dr. William 
Wright, author of “ The — of the Hittites,” “‘ The 
Brontés in Ireland,” ete. With map and illustrations. 
(12mo, pp. xviii, 394. London and New York: Thomas 
Nelson & Sons. $2.50.) 

This book might be placed midway between the 
author’s two earlier books, which he nameé on his titie- 
page. It combines the antiquarian interest ot his wore 


on the Hittites with the persoual ivterest of that om the 
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Bronté family. Most of the interest in 
Palmyra is interest in Zenobia, its heroic 
queen, although the place dates back to 
Solomon, and its site is crowded with 
wonderful architectural remains. The 
Rev. William Ware’s two historical novels 
have familiarized American readers with 
the outlines of the story. Dr. Wright 
gives itin more historic shape, and with 
the background supplied by an exhaustive 
examination of the great oasis city. In 
the account of his journey thither, and of 
his “subsequent explorations among the 
remains in Bashan, there is the double 
interest of careful and exact- description 
of the country and its people, and the 
lively play of Irish humor which runs 
over the narrative. The pathetic element 
comes in when Dr. Wright describes the 
condition of the peasant population, Druse 
and Christian. He found fertile and un- 
cultivated fields, idle and hungry men, but 
found that if any one tovk up vacant land, 
“the Turks would encourage him by tax- 
ing every tree he planted, and by holding 
him responsible for all arrears incurred 
before he was born while the place was 
unoccupied.” The illustrations are unusu- 
ally good, giving an excellent idea of the 
architectural remains and the present in- 
habitants; but the text is even more 
graphic, and ‘not least in describing wom- 
an’s life and ways in Syria. The Druse 
women “ asked if it was true that with us 
the women ruled the men,” but Dr. Wright 
found it best to give an evasive answer. 
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Map Modeling in Geography, Including the 


Use of Sand, Clay, Putty, Paper Pulp, 
Plaster of Paris, and Other Materials; 
Also Chalk Modeling in its Adaptation to 
Purposes of Illustration. By Dr. Albert 
Elias Maltby, A.M., C.E. (8vo, illus- 
trated,pp. 223. New York and Chicago: 
E. L. Heliogg & Co. $1.25.) 


Upon Freebel’s principle of learning by 
doing, map.modeling as well as drawing 
has come to play an important part in the 
learning of geography. In his Map Model- 
ing in Geography Dr. Maltby givesa great 
deal of practical information to teachers 
on the making of relief maps in sand, clay, 
putty, paper pulp, plaster of Paris, and 
other materials, He also applies it in the 
teaching of history, and touches upon a 
number of related or tributary topics in 
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The advertising rate of The Sunday School 
Times is 80 cents per line for one or more 
insertions, with discount of 10 per cent on an 
advance order of 1000 or more lines, or for a 
space of not less than one inch each issue for a 
year. An advertiser agreeing to take a certain 
uniform amount of space (not less than three 
inches) in eavh issue for a year, may have such a 
position in the paper, regularly, as he may choose, 
so far as it will not conflict with earlier contracts 
‘with other advertisers, nor with the Publishers’ 
idea of the general make-up of the advertising 
pages. All advertising, h , conditioned on 
an appearance upon the last page, will be charged 
an advance of 20 per cent upon the regular rates. 
Advertisers are free to examine the subscription 
list at any time. For Terms of Subscription, see 
fourteenth page. 





Throat Diseases commence with a cough, 
cold or sore throat. Brown's Bronchial 
Troches give immediate relief. 





For nervous prostration use Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate. Dr. A. Trau, Philadelphia, 
Pa,, says: “I have extensively used it in 
nervous prostration and kindred affections, 
and invariably obtained very good results.” 








is _ Special Notices 


—E Fepncticnecngpscnendememnmestions 
An ounce of prevention is cheaper than any 
quaniity of cure. Don't give children narcotics or 
sedatives. They are un when the infant is 


Gail Borden eagle , as it will he if oie up on 
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nature study. A book like this will be 
found to contain many a valuable hint 
for teachers and superintendents of inter- 
mediate, and even of other, grades in the 
Sunday-school. The book is abundantly 
illustrated. 

2 
iMPvia O. Mears, DP. (i2mo, pp. 163. Chi. 


cago and New York: Fleming H. Revell 
Co. 75 cents.) 


The title is suggestive. We can never 
forget that that which for two thousand 
years has been humanizing our race, 
changing cruelty to gentleness and bar- 
barism to kindly civilization, has been 
the influence of a great sorrow, when the 
heart of the Son of God broke in love on 
a cross. In seven strong chapters Dr. 
Mears tells us of some of the ways in 
which suffering inspires men to beautiful 
living and to Christlike service. The 
book is tonic in its spirit, and is designed 
to inspire courage and faith in endurance 


of pain and cost. 
Ba 
Studies in Ethics: An Elementary Text-Book 
for Schools. By the Rev. J. O. Miller, 


M.A., principal of Bishop Ridley College. 
(16mo, pp. 124. Toronto: The Bryant 
Press. 75 cents.) 


This book is clearly written, has a plenty 
of good illustrations from real life, and is 
sound to the core. It grows out of actua! 
experience of what boys need, as the 
writer is a teacher. 
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Convention Calendar for 


1896 


Florida, at Ocala.............0+seseeves March 25, 26 
California, at Sacramento..............0+ April 2, 3 
Minnesota, at Northfield.................+ April 7-9 
Alabama. .....006 ...cccce soosccvees seeeesers April 14-16 
Louisiana ......cce coosscoce sosecsves soconseee d April 28-30 
West Virginia, at Wheeling........... April 28-30 
South Dakota, at Parker..............-.00+- May 6-8 
Illinois, at Champaign...............00+ May 12-14 
North Dakota, at Casselton............ May 19, 20 
New York, at Broadway Tabernacle, 

New York.......« b canededsvodecic conestons June 2-4 
Ohio, at Columbub.............s006 cesseeee os June 2-4 
Indiana, at Crawfordsville...............June 9-11 
Montana, at Bozeman............06..+++++ June 9-12 
Nebraska, at Norfolk..........cc000s0000 June 14-16 
Kansas, at Forest Park, Ottawa....... June 15-18 
Towa, at Des Moines. .............0...+++ June 17-19 


International, Tremont Temple, 


OI os onisess ccdsccees coscvecéons June 23-26 
Mississippi, at Wesson.............00000+ July 22-24 
Kentucky, at Owensboro............. August 25-27 


North Carolina, at Chapel Hill... August 25-27 
British North America 


France 


National conferences of the Sunday-school 
Society of France, at Paris....March 18, 26 








HARPER’S 


*«Stands at the head of its class, without 
a peer.'’—Christian Work, New York. 





MAGAZINE 





MR. LOWELL IN ENGLAND 
By GEORGE W. SMALLEY. 


A SPRING FLOOD IN BROAD- 
WAY. A Story. 
(Illustrated by W. T. Smedley.) 
By BRANDER MATTHEWS. 


THE GERMAN STRUGGLE 
FOR LIBERTY 
(Illustrated by Caton Woodville.) 
By POULTNEY BIGELOW. 


A PHASE OF MODERN COL- 
LEGE LIFE 
(The Christian Associations), 
By HENRY T. FOWLER. 











MAD ANTHONY WAYNE’S 
VICTORY 
(Illustrated by R. F. Zogbaum.) 
By THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 


BRISEIS 
(Illustrated by W. T. Smedley.) 
By WILLIAM BLACK. 

* 
CONCLUDING CHAPTERS OF 


JOAN OF ARC, 
(Illustrated by F. V. Du Mond.) 
AND 
ON SNOW-SHOES TO THE 
BARREN GROUNDS. 
(Illustrated by Frederic Remington.) 
By CASPAR WHITNEY. 


SHORT STORIES, POEMS, Etc. 








APRIL 


HARPER & BROTHERS - - 


BOROROHOCHOHOCHOHOROHORORONORORGHOHONOHORONOHOROROROHO 


‘ISSUE 


NOW READY 








PUBLISHERS - - New York 





Thomas Nelson & Sons 
Publishers and Importers 
Teachers’ Bibles, Text Bibles, 
Testaments, etc. 
Send for descriptive list to 
33 East 17th Street, New York 


Ward & Drummond 


Sunday-school books and 
supplies a ® alty. 
164 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. City 


Pace Galleries ° Paintings. and looking: | 











No. 816 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
Pictures and picture frames. 








EASTER “arr Recitations © 


“Some Wonderful ter 6," A Living 
Christ, * Light Through the m Door, 
“Telling the Resurrection .” For 
iy af | Easter Gifts, Easter Lilies, Mes- 
sage of Lili 


es ys from the Cross. 5c. Gach ; #4 per 
100. Easter Recitations, 1c. r Concert Book, 
50c. postpaid. Henry D. Noyes & Co.. Boston. 





Send 0c, for three 
sample Faster ser- 
vices. 


a a 


EASTER 





ALL'S EASY ANTHEMS. Nos. 1 and 2 combined, $e 

eanple: Bien ghethel Chimes for rh 
Ools, , 3. cdoz. Sample 

i H. Hawbait, Pub. 844 Dearborn St.. Chicago, 








chill ltl, sila tls 





papers. Samples representing over 
250 varieties for 4 cents, if your stationer does 
not keep and will not supply you, 


Samuel Ward Co. 
49 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass, 


Letter Is Golightful when you use the 
popular 
{ Writing BOSTON LINEN, 
4 BOSTON BOND, and 
4 BUNKER HILL 
writin 
4 
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SONGS FOR SPRING TIME 
Highest Praise, for the Sabbath-School. 
$80 per 100 copies. 


Christian Endeavor Hymns, for young people. 
$30 per 100 copies. 


Do not substitute Inferior books becayse of lower 
price. The best are cheapest! 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. 
76 E. 9th St., New York. 215 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


The CORNET edition of 
Living Hymns 
is now ready. Price, one dollar. 
Wot Arch Bt J. J. HOOD 40 W Madison St. 
SPECIAL SERVICES (ir.i0 28st: 
day-cchoo), ja furnished on ep lication. 


E JOHN CHURCH CO., 
—New York—Chieag 





e. 







HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO’S 


NEW BOOKS 


The Supply at Saint 
Agatha’s 

By Exizasetu Stuart PHewps, Author of 
“ A Singular Life,” “The Gates Ajar,” etc, 
Printed on deckle-edge paper of high 
quality, and artistically bound in cloth, 
with a distinctive cover design by Mrs. 
Whitman. With illustrations. Square 
12mo, gilt top, $1. : 
This i f the stro . most sti ive, 
most illuminating of all ne motion Miss Phelps has 
written. The setting of the story is vigorous and 
skilful, the narrative is engrossingly interesting, 
and the revelation of te ‘ Supply” at once starties 


and uplifts, The book is every way artistic, and is 
admirable for an Easter gift. 


Visions and Service 
Discourses preached in Collegiate Chapels 
by the Right Rev. Wirt1aM LAWRENCE, 

Bishop of the Diocese of Massachusetts. 

16mo, $1.25. 

Bishop Lawrence gathers under this felicitous 
title a group of discourses which cannot fai) to at- 
tract general attention. They will appeal to all 
right-minded persons, especially to young men. 
They are short, definite, interesting, an . 
antly charged with the winning element of Bishop 
Lawrence's personality. 


Joan of Arc 


By Francis C. Lowett. Large crown 8vo, 
gilt top, bound in handsome library style, $2. 


A book comprising the fruits of deép, impartial 
study of the unique career of the Maid of Orleans, 
Mr, Lowell!’s review of the trial gains great value 
from his experience as a lawyer, and the whole 
book possesses great value an interest. 


Bayard Taylor 


In the series of American Men of Letters; 
By Atsert H. Smytu. With a portrait. 
16mo, gilt top, $1.25. 


This is a careful, appreciative, sympathetic ac- 
count of the literary career of Bayard Taylor,’ 
whose large and diversified achievements entitle 
him to a highly honorable place in the ranks of 
American writers. 


Sold by all booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., Boston, 








Educational 


rxe Land rm: Midnight Sun 
rh AND RUSSIA 


The steamship “ OHIO,” the largest, finest, and only 
atrictly pleasure steamer in the world, will leave New 
York June27 for a 60 days’ trip to Russia, Finland, Swe- 
den, Denmark, Norway, and the Midnight Sun, stop- 
ping at Bodo, Norway, August 8, to witness the total 
eclipse ofthe sun. The advantage of liberal arrange- 
ments made with the International Co. enables the 
charterer to offer to the public an ideal summer tour 
to countries heretofore comparatively inaccessible, at 
a cost of $475 and upwards, conditional upon the roonis 
occupied, The cruise will be strictly first class. No 
freight, steerage, or second class. Early application 
should be made, as the party is limited. For itinerary 
and further information, apply to the charterer, 


Rev. C. F. THOMAS, D.D. 
1715 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 
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Write Gaze where 
when 





> 
> and ¢ 
> ee Ay } baa ton P 
and they will inform how 
and the cost. Escorted , 
poses for winter, spring, or summer. Tickets 
sued for, independent travel everywhere, 
‘hoice berths on all steamships—no extra cost. 
) See Tourist Gazette (by mall, 10c.), and save ¢ 
) money. State your wishes carefully ; full infor- ¢ 
» 


lol 


mation free. Address HENRY GazE & Sons, Ltd,, 


, Universal Tourist Agents, 113 Broadway, N.Y.: 
201 Washington Street, Bos- 


( 

( 

? ton; 220 S. Clark Street, , 
? Chicago, Tll.; 135 S. Fifth 4 
Street, Philadelphia. 5 


o~ -™” 


~~. 



















Do not Stammer 


Write to JoHNSTON’S PHILADELPHIA IN- ‘ 
STITUTE, 1033 Spring Garden Street, for 4 > 
page pemphist on stammering. Can referto }» 

ohn D. Wattles & Co., publishers of The Sun- > 
day School Times. FOUNDED 188, ‘ 


Edwin S. Johnston 
Principal and Founder ‘ 











Mallory Steamship Lines 
Delightful ocean trips vo the ports 
of TEX AS, GEORGIA, FLORIDA. 

Tickets to all winter resorts in 
Texas, Colorado, California, Flori- 
da, ete. Our 64 page book, “ Jour- 
neys for Tourists,” mailed free. C. H. 
Mallory & Co., Pier 20, E. R., N. Y. 





postr t 8 

g 5 

tos.” Riot OLAMMEL EL 
The Traveling Man ‘knows a good thing. 

He uses Bushnell’s Perfect Letter Copy- 

ing Book. No press required. All leading 

booksellers and stationers sell them. 


Salesmen can make $100 


@ month selling Our office and labor-saving ities. . 
to merchants by sample. Ready sellers; new 
goods. Mops. MFe. Co., Box T, South Bend, Ind. 


AMERICAN — 
Fire Insurance Company, 


* INSTITUTE and Train- 
4l mont St., Bos 
and poor welcome. 











Mos, 308 and 310 Waluut Street, Philadelphia, 
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The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, March 21, 1896. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“second-class matter.”’ 








Terms of Subscription 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscrib- 
ers, These rates include postage: 


NN OUND WOE, oa 1... casccotndbsccnes vovess svocevens $1.50 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance.. 5.00 


To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theologica) Stu- 
Gente, 61.00 @ year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 
¥ ce, 


SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or ony set of teachers, or of scholars, 
will supplied with as many copies as may be de- 
sired, at the wey | yearly club rates: 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

For five or more copies tn a package to one address, 
SO cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one yen only, abd no names can be written or 
printed on the separate papers. 

e papers for a club meg be ordered sent partly 
to Individual addresses at $1.00 each, and rtly ina 
to one address, at fifty cents each, whenso 


ire papers for aclub should all go to one t-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the tonohers of a 
school get their mail matter from one post-office, and 
others In the same school fet theirs from anotl:<r, the- 
papers will be sent accordingly. Thisapplies to k- 
age clubs at fifty cents pee copy, to the extent that 

packages may be divided Into smaller packages 
of five or more copies each, if desired, 

Pree One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of 
either character. The free copies for kage clubs 
cannot well be sent separately, but will be included in 


e Reckage. 

Additions may be madeé at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as orignany ordered, and the rate to be 
the ~ ay share of the yoy club rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
ae. ey 4 subscribe at club rates for such a length of 

@ as the papers may be required. 

Change of Address. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
a F tad can ha.e the address changed at any time 
without charge. Members of package clubs do not 
have this privilege, but can have a copy transferred 

m @ package to a separate address at the rate of one 
cent per week for the unexpired time of the eabecrip 
tion, when it has over six months to run. When it 
has but six months or less to run, the cost to a 
is twenty-five cents to the end of the subscription. If 
a — club subscriber intends to change his or her 

dress for a few weeks only, we will mail an extra 
copy, as long as desired, at the rate of three cents per 
wee! 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 


* office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 


which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Ifaclub subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription 
such person will oblige the publishers by stating that 
thec on he subscribes for 

5 1 


*form . 
paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time id for, unless by special request. The 
papers for a club will invariably be ntinued 
attheexpiration of thesubscription. Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


es the place of the one 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 


One copy, one year, 8 shillings 

Two or more coples, one year, 6 shillings each. 

To ministers and missionaries, 

for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 
To secure the above rates for two or more copies. 
rs must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in 
a package to one address, whichever may be preferred 
by the subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
su bers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 
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A delicious drink in- ‘ 
stantly made from 


WHITMAN’S 
} INSTANTANEOUS { 


» CHOCOLATE. 


Perfect in flavor and 

quality. Put up in ¢ 

pound and half-pound 

tins, 

Stephen F. Whitman ;¢ 
& Son, ( 

Sole Mfrs., Philadelphia. ¢ 
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Refreshments 
Handy Tablet 


requires neither sugar nor 




















and 

moment it touches water. 
Sample by mail, 10 cents. 
The HANDY TABLET CO., 1081/ BN. Front 8t.,Philadelphia, Pa, 
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* Stoddard Mfg. Co., 
Dayton, O. 
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‘Scott’s 
Emulsion 


stands for wasting, de- 
creased vitality, im- 
poverished blood. The 
combination of Cod- 
liver Oil with the Hy- 
pophosphites. of lime 
and soda as prepared 
in it, is exactly what 
is needed for the above 
conditions. 














THE HARDY WHITE 


MEMORIAL 
—~- ROSE. 


THE IDEAL PLANT 
on CEMETERIES. 


THE MEMORIAL ROSE 
AS IT GROWS. 


Growing in sun or shade, possessing the har- 
diness of tne Uak, with a distinctive charm 
entirely its own, the Memorial Rose (Xosa 
Wichuraiana) will be found a singularly ap- 
ropriate plant for beautifying Cemetery plots. 
he creeps along the ground just as an Ivy does, 
wing ten feet in a single season, forming 
a dense mat of dark en lustrous foliage, 
with thornless stems. The flowers are single, 
snow-white with a golden yellow disc, are from 
to 6 inches in circumference, and ‘have the 
delicious fi nce of the Banksia Roses. The 
flowers, in clusters, are produced in the most 
lavish profusion, and are in their fullest glory 
just after the June Roses are past. Seen then 
the clusters look like t masses of snow, 
and are a sight long to be remembered. But 
its use is not confined to Cemeteries, for not 
only is it also perfectly adapted for garden cul- 
ture, but for screening ey | slopes, embank- 
ment¢ and such places as it is desirable to 
quickly cover with verdure it is Gosuepeeses, 
oe it adapts itself to every condition o 
wth, whether barren or fertile soil, rocky 
feage, shady nook or sun-kissed slope. 


Prices (free by mail) plants, 40c. each, 
3tor 31.00, Thor $2.00, 12 for $3.00; extra 


strong ts, 60c. each, 2 for 
$2.00; 12 for $4.50. 

All purchasers of the Memorial Rose who 
will state where they saw this advertisement 
will be sent our MANUAL FOR 1896 of *‘ EvERY- 
THING FOR THE GARDEN we , 6 colored 
plates and over soo engra mg To those de- 
siring the MANUAL only, we will mail it on 


| 





receipt of 2o cents (in stamps), which is less 


PETER HENDERSON=Co. 
35: CORTLANDT S'NEWYOR 











member} 


For shortening never use more 
than two-thi as much Cotto- 


lene as you would of lard. When 
frying with Cottolene always put 


these 


it in a cold pan, heating it with 
the pan. Cottolene pane tall the 
best results when very hot, but as 
it reaches the cooking point much 


Directions| 


sooner than lard, care should be 
taken not to ict it burn—when hot 
Zenough, it will delicately brown 
a bit of bread in half a minute. 


for using 


5 Follow these directions in using 
3 Cottolene and lard will never 
@ again be permitted in your kitch- 
ger or in your food, 


; (ottol ene! 


Genuine Cottoiene is sold every- 

where in tins with trade-marks— 

**Cottdlene’’ and steer's head in 

cotion-plant wréath—on every tin. 
Made only b 


N. K. FAIRBANK COMPAN}\., 
3 chhe, Te ew cot, Sesion 
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U: 
Sold by dealers. Freight 
Cata 


er. logue free. 
WOVEN WIRE FENCE CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Al ves isfaction. 
po os id. ‘Take no oth 
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DR. WILBOR’S 


EMULSION 


of PURE COD LIVER OIL 
WITH PHOSPHATES 








For consumption, coughs, colds, 
asthma, bronchitis, debility, wasting 
diseases, and all scrofulous humors. 
Almost as palatable as cream. It 
can be taken with pleasure by deli- 
cate persons and children, who, after 
using it, become very fond of it. It 
assimilates with the food, increases 
the flesh and appetite, builds up the 
nervous system, restores energy to 
mind and body, creates new, rich, and 
pure blood ; in fact, rejuvenates the 
whole system. Flesh, nerve, blood, 
brain. This preparation is far supe- 
rior to all other preparations of cod- 
liver oil; it has many imitators, but 
no equals. The results following 
its use are its best recommendations. 
Be sure, as you value your health, 
and get the genuine. Manufactured 
only by Dr. A. B. WiLBor, Chemist, 
Boston, Mass. 















[A Brilliant Black 


dustiless, odorless and easily applied— 


P * 
| Enameline 
1 —— The modern 








BARLOW'’S INDIGO BLUE 


Its meritsasa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. Your 


[By William 8. Shurtleff. ] 


IRST find thou Truth, and then— 
Although she strays 
From beaten paths of men 
To untrod ways— 
Her leading follow straight ; 
And bide thy fate ; 
And whether smiles or scorn 
Thy passing greet, 
Or find’st thou flower or thorn 
Beneath thy feet,— 
Fare on! nor fear thy fate 
At Heaven’s gate. 


He 


Our Responsibility for 
Truthfulness in Others 


[The Rev. John Sheridan Zelle, in The 
Sunday School Times. } 

ESPONSIBILITY for other people’s 
truthfulness rests very lightly on 
tue souls of the best of people. We feel 
it to be perfectly moral to entangle a man 
in his taik so as to put him on the side of 
the worst opinions, If we drive him to 
the point, and make him let out ideas which 
he would rather have kept in, we plume 
ourselves on having done valuable work in 
the secret service of truth. We forget 
that perhaps the man’s desire not to com- 
mit himself just then was the truth for him, 
and that we helped him disobey his better 
impulses. In common ethics we esteem 
it perfectly fair to put a man at a dis- 
advantage. It is his own fault if he falls 
into it. But when we have put a man at 
a disadvantage, we have put him where he 
cannot act truly and speak freely, and so 
the truth cannot all get out of him. We 
share in whatever untruth gets out of him 
then. Arguing is cultivated more than 
conversation, and the end of all but very 
few arguments is, not to see the truth rise 
up, but to seethe antagonist godown, ‘Tv 
put a man at his ease is one of the essen- 
tials of getting at the truth in people. 
Any one of us ill at ease will express him- 
self in a hundred acts and sayings which 

we never intended to do or say. 

Truth is not a great colorless abstraction, 
an affair of yes and no, but it has as many 
tinges and colors as there are men in the 
world to express it. A man’s temperament 
and tastes, and the traditions behind him, 
make up the truth that God would speak 
through that man. Put a mystic in the 
atmosphere of the dogmatist, and you will 
make him ridiculous, All of us can he 
made ridiculous if put in a slightly differ- 
ent atmosphere. The poet and the theo- 
logian have often been at war. You can 
riddle the literary man’s theology with 
logic, but it isan illogical proceeding. The 
theologian tries to express his last thought 
in harmony with some previous thought. 
The poet pours out his last thought as if 
it were the only one he ever had, and 
leaves God to do the harmonizing. If the 
poet would remember that there is such a 
thing as theological science with metes 
and bounds of which he knows nothing, 
and respect what is not in his habit, and if 
the theologian would remember that truth 
is not all systematic as we are systematic, 
but is also an affair of glimpses, colors, 
atmospheres, and feelings, and learn to 
regard with reverence some pathways that 
God never gave him to walk in, the feud 
might be composed. 

To put a man where he cannot be him- 
self (and to be one’s self is about the most 
difficult thing in the world), and to get 
the better of him then, is a poor, mock, 
shabby victory. The case can never be 
concluded with what a man says in such 
circumstances. hen we hamper a man’s 
personality we obstructGod. A Christian 
duty is to cultivate the skill that shall put 
people at ease, and not judge them until 
they have had a fair field and plenty of 
favor. 

Heresy trials ought to take three or four 
years instead of as many days, and many 
a heretic might have been save:l to the 
church, perhaps, if some people had been 
zealous in helping him to say what he 
meant. We cah always find heresy if we 
look for it. The Gospels'might not have 
been so short if the truth-seekers of Iarne! 





grocer ought to have iton sale. Ask him for it. 


D. S. Wiltberger, Prop., 233 N. 24 St., Phila., Pa. 


had helped Jesus to tell the truth, An: 
all the beautiful things that he left ans;i,! 
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and that our hearts still long to hear, 

might perhaps have been +heard, if on ly 
people who thought they were ‘trathful 
had realized that at least half of one’s 
truth-telling in this world is in belping 
others to tell the truth, And sometimes 
we treat the New Testament just as the 
Pharisees did Jesus, trying to entangle him 
in his talk to makehim say something that 
he did not mean to say. We treat it as if 
it were written in Boston two hundred 
years ago, instead of in Asia Minor and 
Greece eighteen hundred yearsago. With 
a new truthfulness, let us help the New 
Testament to say what it means, and be 
sure it never can say it without our belp. 


Insist _ 


On a good (the best) skirt bind- 
ing as strenuously as on a good 
cloth for the skirt. 

Ask for (and take no other) the 


ove” 


Bias Velveteen Skirt Binding. 








if your dealer = supply you we 
will. 


Send for samples, showing labels and materials, 
to the S, H. & M, Co., P. O. Box 699, New York City. 
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ARMSTRONG & McKELVY 
Pittsburgh. 
BEYMER-BAUMAN 
Pittebargh. 
DAVIS-CHAMBERS 
Pittwebargh. 
FAHNESTOCK 
ANCHOR 
}omenen 
ECKSTEIN 
ATLANTIC 
BRADLEY 
BROOKLYN 
New York. 
JEWETT 
ULSTER 
UNION 
} cute. 
SHIPMAN 
COLLIER 
MIssOURI 
St. Louis. 
RED SEAL 
SOUTHERN 
JOHN T. LEWIS & BROS.CO 
F hiladelphia. 
MORLEY 
’ Cleveland. 
SALEM 
Salem, Maas. 
OORNELL 
Buffalo. 
KENTUCKY 
Louisville. 





HAT IS BRIGHTER, more attrac- 
tive, than the homestead painted 
white, with green blinds? It may 

not suit the critic, but we like it and it will 
please the owner. Painted with 


Pure White Lead 


and Pure Linseed Oil, it will look fresh and 
clean longer than anything else; if properly 
applied, it will not scale, chip, or chalk off, 
but forms a perfect base for subsequent re- 


painting ; is therefore economical. 


To be sure of getting Pure White Lead equate Se Sane (ete list of 
genuine brands). Any eee of color desired be easily obtained by 
using Nationat Laan Co.’s brands of Pure White 1 Lead and Tinting Colors. 

Pamphlet wows valuable information and card showi samples 
of colors free; also cards showing pictures of sowve, houses of different 
ed in — Styles or com of shades forwarded 

upon application to those intending to paint. 


‘NATIONAL LEAD CO., 
1 Broadway, New York. 


: . 19% 


Church Furnishings 








FOR BEAUTY AND ECONOMY USE 


H. W. JOHNS’ LIQUID PAINTS 


ASBESTOS 


THE STANDARD PAINTS for Structural Purposes 
PREE BY MAIL—lIllustrated Designs of Cottages with Samples of 56 colors. 


Also manufacturers of Asbestos Materials, Roofing, Stedm-pipe and Boiler Coverings, Steam Packing, 
Water Proof Sheathing, Asbestos Cloth. Desc 


Illustrated Descriptive lists and Samples free by mail, 


H. W. JOHNS M’F’G CO., 87 Maiden Lane, New York 


BOSTON PHILADELPHIA 


Fire and 











Chosen by the 


Government 


The War payer 
bicycle ce thoroughly fr 
ad advertised = aay. 
ie furnishing five 
bicycles haf a - 
From $80 to $50 to #85 each 

machines ; 
our bid of $100 yO} for Columbias, 


their invariable price. And the Gov- 
ernment selected 





@ 





Bicycles 
STANDARD OF THE WORLD 


The experts who made the choice decided 
that Columbias were worth every dollar 
of the $100 asked for them. 
if you are =e 6 pay $100 for a 
bicycle, why content with 
anything bs but 2 Columbia? 


POPE MANUFACTURING CO.; Hertford, Conn. 








CHICAGO 





aie 


Art Catalog Niatied on Applicata 
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NS FROM $25.00 UP 


Outfit. NST or EASY PAYMENTS. 
NIR 


0 it G ANS ‘ , ! 
AYS IN YOUROWN Nf NO MONEY FREE! . 
pip Palos onan if 


plete 

NEW sou 

te Gala, We pa charges on it and send ir F FREE, all 

in e ou 

have to do Eisen t for ~{in J. qo 
’ = the old DRNISH & CO., the 

firm in the worid wltings exclusively from 
ry amily direct. A single instrument at ‘Wholesale 
‘e save you from 00 3 Lg at once 


SATA LE 















































ie needed nowhere more than in a suspender 


he strongest suspender 
Grip Back. This and the Harris 
of the special features of the 


HARRIS WIRE BUCKLE SUSPENDERS. 


Stouter, neater, handier and more ro gg than any 


other suspenders eve invented. Sold farnishers 
or sent by mail for 26, #0 or 750. a pair. 


Bend 10 cents—stamps or sfver—ter a fine 
slik watch fob with wy a: gold 
buckle, together with an ate gs 


that will tell you all about the - 
WIRE BUCKLE SUSPENDER CO., - 


If you want a sure relief for pains in the back, side, chest, or 


limbs, use an 


Allcock’s 


Porous 


Plaster 


BEAR IN MIND—Not one of the host of counterfeits and imita- 
tions is as good as the genuine. 











back. 
back ever =eae, is Harris 
Wire buckle are two 


WILLAMSPORT, rm. 





aa IDEAL SPRING BEDS 


Our Booklet, “Wide-Awake Facts about Sleep,” 


illustrating and describing them, sent free. An up- 
ate pocket map = your state, sent on receipt of 


three two-cent stam 
Fost«r Bros. M’ Pe @ Co., 13 Clay St., Utica, : N. ¥. 








9 advertised in this 


publishers as well as the he avert, by ting th you 


at ordering goods, or in im making inquiry ny concerning 
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Supper. 


rogz Walnut Street. 


THE BLOOD COVENANT 


A Primitive Rite, and its Bearings on Scripture 


By H. CLAY TRUMBULL 


The disclosures of this book throw light on the terminology of Scripture. 
They show what such words as “blood,” “life,” “life-giving,” 
“commanion,” meant at the time of the writing of the Bible; and incidentally 
they show how mistaken have been the modern popular views of those terms. 


“* sacrifice,” 


** A flood of light is poured on the Incarnation, the Atonement, the Lord’s 
Dr. Trumbull believes his thesis. 
and accurate learhing, and with reverent faith. He has written a book that every 
Christian student ought to read—and to re-read." — 7he Examiner. 


A book of 350 pages (6% 8% inches). 
sellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publishers. 


He argues for it strongly, with wide 


Price, $2. For sale by book- 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


BALLAD PI 


ws. 
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Sagendorph’s 


PATENT 


SECTIONAL 
STEEL CEILING 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS, 
The Penn Metal Ceiling & Roofing Co., Limits, 
28d & Hamilton Sts., Philadelpiia, Pa. 
- Send for Catalogue. . 
Church and Residence Work a Specialty. 


Stamped Steel Ceilings 
DECORATIVE, DURABLE, and Best for 
Church Ceilings of any shape, old or new, 
Send for catalog. 

H. S. NORTHROP, 35 Cherry St., N. Y. 


Christian 
Entertainments ! 


No church ought to be without facili- 
ties for furnishing pure recreation. With 
a Stereopticon the interesting places of 
the world can be shown; inspiring moral 
and temperance stories illustrated; humor 
made realistic ; choicest statuary and ar- 
tistic gems flashed upon the screen. Do 
you know of anything better? We don’t, 

Write for free literature. Large illustrated catalogue 


ad cents. 
RILEY BROTHERS, 
yvonne 16 Beekman St., New York. 


Boston : echingtee 06 CHICAGO: 196 La Balle Bs 
Kansas ay on 615 East 14th St, MINNEAPOLIS: 1 
ennepla J Aye. Culartapoosa : 708 Market St. San Fran 
Cis00; 430 Kearny 8t. PORTLAND: 411 Couch St, 


STEREOPTICONS 


The Clergy 
S. S. Superintendents 
Y. M. ©. A. 























all use the stereopticon. 
Why not you? Write 
for catalog. Mentioa 
The Sunday School 
Times. 

Mcintosh Battery and Optical Co., Chicago 


~ PULPIT FURNITURE. — 
A.B. & E. L. SHAW, 27 Sudbury Street, Boston. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. . 


CHURCH, HALL, and LODGE 


FURNITURE, PULPITS, CHAIRS, etc. 
D. SWAN, successor to BAXTER C. Swan, 
__ 246 Se South Second Street. , Phila., Pa. 


THE GREAT CHURCH | 1G HT 


mensions ~~} of p ut and 
estimate free. 1. P.F , 551 Pearl 8t., New York. 





\HUBCHES, Chapels,and Houses. Catalog free. 
J 8 D. . Prick Bart & Co, Architects, Phils, 


Exist tea Cae Caan Foundry 


ha Ch urch Belis & Chimes 
ie, 


toner 


Mid-winter y + y mn B 


*250.00 


Litpe Panay —ll colors mixed, simply grand. 
ree Ph x—fancy mixed, ail wonderful, shewy colors 
pkt. aren Eckford's Mixed. over 30 kinds, spiendid. 
( ieee Pimke—mixed co colors, hardy and very showy. 
pkt. Petaste—e ‘etuale—e!! colors, 


&@ gorgeous 

pit ‘| ixed, « ‘vonderfal selection of colors. 

pkt. M mixed, all kinds to he found ; fragrant. 

pkt. Ohrysan um—all choicest kinds—very choice. 

ptt. Eve crlasting wers—all cowrs Sowers kept for yr«. 

pke. were—over 100 kinds that ot! and bloom. 

@ bulbs Ireclstor Poa rl Tuberoses—sure to bloom ear'y. 

3 rom Staaten. one each of White, Pink Scarlet, Variegated. 
i 





Fie Raewtns to he cates 
collection ever offered fur ve- 
riety of colors, and I will pay 
@100 w person who grows the 
largest number of colors 
it; oe © to secopd ; 
third; end 68% to toarth. 
It will surprise you, and make 








fell, fancy mixed, lovels spikes, all colors. 
jolus, Lemoine, earliest of all, —— colors. 

B bulbs Oxalie—sure to bicom—lovely color for borders. 

1 ye 10 pkts. of seed and 13 choice bulbs (worth §1.30), will 
all flower this season, and make a wonderful flower bed of many 








Pe dadada 
i i i in 
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colors. I will send them with my 1896 catalogue, Pansy Calendar, 
fall instructions for prizes and how to get thé most colors, for 
80 cents (etives or M..) Order at once, and you will be more 
thao pleased. y catalogue shows « photo of such a bed. 

“Un pid” Sweet Peas, the Floral noon Pree with cach order, 
MILLS, Moz 188, MOSK MILL, KN. ¥; 
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“MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN 
SHINES.” 


Clean your house betimes, and do it with 


‘SAPOLIO. 


If you would use Sapolio every week in the year 
the dirt in a house would be kept down and when 
house-cleaning time came it would be a pleasant 
‘ask instead of the dreadful timeit usually is. Nos, 


MADE oF 
Heavy Figured 
Brilliantine 
full; flare and ri 
mm, back, 436 yards io. 
% Cambric Lined and 


faced with Velvet-+ 
een; never sold for 


‘ ee $2 49 
.BQUALLY KAT BA 
BE OBTAINED THROUGH 
ILLUSTRATED 


«FASHION CATALOGUE 


(Spring and Summer number ready March 15.) 
MAILED FREE UPON REQUEST 








hae of articles for jorn- 
he pereott beautifying of home 
our me money wetunsed or any 7 goes pos 


to ex 
CoA, o a. Salers & amount to 


rea ae ie Hersh a cone 
HG. F. KOCH & CO, 


MPORTERS AND RETAILERS, 


Vest 125th St. ss.4necccs* New York 


r order for 
aot 112 ilus- 
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THIS SKIRT: 




















Cock-a-doodle doo— 
My dame has lost her shoe; 
.But CUPID Hiair-Pins held 
| her hair— 
Or she’d have lost that too. 


I's in the TWIST 


By the makers 
of the famous DeLONG 


Ceveland 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“ Pure and Sure.” 


ands 





Cleveland N.Y. 


Mensiocrarel origins Powder Company, New York. 


has been used by American housewives for twenty-five 
years, and those who have used it longest praise it most. 


Receipt book free. Send stamp and addre: ci 


Janda Rabi 


ig Powder Co., New York. 
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O’NEILL’S 





Send for our 
catalogue—F REE 





Fine Millinery, Dry Goods, Fancy Goods, Cloaks, Costumes, 


Sixth Avente 
20th to 2aist Street, New York 


‘The Big Store 


‘wry, 


Furniture, China, Glassware, Groceries, etc. 
Every Woman Proud of Her Home 


will be interested in this great bargain which aptly 
illustrates The Big Store’s profit-sharing method of 
merchandising. 


A Handsome Rocker 


in antique oak or mahogany finish, highly polished, 
and regularly sold for $5.00, may be secured now for 


$2.98 - 


We are now booking names for our Spring and 
Summer Catalogue, ready April 1. Send for it, 
and mention The Sunday School Times. 

All paid packages delivered by express free of 
charge at any point within 100 miles of N.Y. City. 
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BLACKING APPLIED AND 
ee WITH A | BRUSH 


“FOR A QUICK AFTER-DINNER SHINE 
APPLIED AND POLISHED WITH A CLOTH” 
Morse Bros. Prope.Ceston, Mae USA. 
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R URPEE’ 


*Dorath yc tennant, 3 ape Faw 


soft pink Stanley, 
flowered, most beautiful Eckford novelties. aa ese seven superb sweet pen in same size packets, would 
have cost $1 in 1895, but are now sold for ag cts., or five complete collections for one dollar. 
each seme we bey = 


SWEET PEAS FOR 1896 


Largest Collection in the World 
Be 32,000 Pounds of the seed! 
‘of Blanche Burp we offer seven superb sweet 
fry ie Suspee, Eckford’s new giant white ; 
Penzance, beautiful laced pink, touching 
rd wi white, 5 pe vith age ve ;—Royal Robe, exquisite 
superfine mixed of seventeen select, 


In order to sfill further popularize th 
peas for 2 packet a 
“ney Li. vodka ng and 


With 
ust How to Grow Sweer Peas; Fuit Directions sy aN Expert.” 


ws ave PID ? 
RDER TO-DAY! and ask for BURPEE’S FARM ANNUAL,—=< handsome Book of 184 pages. 


It elle *) about the best SEEDS that 


grow, and costs us more ten cents in quarter-million editions, 


Ww. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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and so that hiseee 


Bie By wipe most wonde tela N i + 
‘plant {wilt Bive sa 





wi 
eK J 
Sc Stra HILL, §-Y. 
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for Dreer’s GARDEN CALENDAR FOR fron chenty tin femaoese 
pepaler flowers. It d 
eve rexything now and cid, an ~~ 


tosh hapa rai bh hb hpi hp hha bib ib ipa hb bibbi bbbb bbb bhibobobe 


Vee See ee er ee. ee eee ae i 


DREER'S 





RELIABLE SEEDS | 
PLANTS and BULBS 7 


ere known ag THE BEST. Why risk best cost no more? Send postage 4 
two colored plates on cover, : 


HENRY A. DREER, 714 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. { 


9p tp tete tee e fe ee 






| March 21, 1896 


Pears’ 


You do not 
see how it pos- 
sibly can be the 
finest soap in 
the world; it 


costs so little. 





*¢ Just like a bunch.’’ 


Forest 
Fringe 
Violet 


is the F. P. V. of Perfumes, 
and has the odor of the fresh! 
flowers of the w 
is no violet odor made 
that equals ‘‘ Forest Fringe.”’ 
It id delicate and very lasting. 
Ask your aealer for it. 


Special Introductory 
= 








> OF postag 
ee will send you the bottle of 
perfume, in beautiful embossed case, and include without 
extra charge Mose cakes of Cold Cream and Gly- 
“es Soap free, prepaying all express charges on soap 


and perfume 
HUNDREDS OF READERS of the various journals 
in which we have advertised have availed themselves of 
our liberal offer, and have expressed their delight upon 
receipt of the goods. 


David S. Brown. & Co., Bank St., N. Y. City. 





An Absolutely Pure Olive Oil Soap 
f 


or 
Nursery, Toilet and Bath. 
Sold by druggists and grocers. Imported by 
A. KLIPSTEIN & CO., 122 Pearl St, New York. 











What lamp-chimney is it 
that lasts like a teacup and 
gets the best light a lamp is 
capable of? 

Macbeth’s ; but you want 
the Number made for your 
lamp. Let us’ send you the 
Index. 








package of Sweet Peas Free 


n get a 
by sending a two-cent stamp to pay 
postage, and the name and address of 
two of your friends who grow flowers 
or vegetables, — som e contains 
forty-three of the cho varieties. 
Thisoffer is seeds 


is Sy ptt ges 
to new customers. Or cents and get ten full- 
size pac of Sweet tA all different, 
varieties. Order at once. 


The Page Seed Com 
Organs, Chenange Co. ae 
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( When writing, mention this paper.) 








advertisements that sre trustworthy. 
The Sunday School Times intends to admit only the — y 


Should, however, an advertisement of ot ba commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, 
suave 


